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win  the  world  but  not  of  it*" 

No  alumnus  who  knefw  St.  Mchael^s  in  the 
* eighties  has  forgotten  Patsy  Langan* 
The  tlgoTB   is  unique;  there  was  only  one 
Patsy  Langan;  there  could  not  be  another* 

A  keen,  close  student  in  class  invariably 
at  the  head  of  the  list;  in  every  form 
of  athletics,  interested;  vigorous, 
eapable;  in  general  conduct  without  re*- 
proach;  in  taanner,  always  a  gentleman; 
among  his  fellows,  a  delightful  compan- 
ion; in  the  interior  of  his  private 
life,  a  saint*  And  yet  I  am  not  sure 
that  it  was  for  any  one  of  those  or  for 
all  together  that  he  still  lives  as  no 
other  in  the  memory  of  all  who  go  back 
to  his  day#  He  was  Just  one  of  those 
outstanding  characters  whom  no  one  for- 
gets and  no  one  knows  why. 
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Patsy  —  for  no  one  thinks  of  him  under 
any  other  title  -—  commenced  high  school 
in  IS7S;  in  I863  he  matriculated  with 
first-class  honours  in  classics  and 
second-class  standing  in  any  other  ex- 
amination paper  he  thought  worth  walking 
across  the  park  and  trying  his  hand  at» 
There  was  no  malice  aforethought  in  those 
entez^rises*  He  had  during  the  year 
read  everything  prescribed  on  the  cur- 
riculum, as  a  natter  of  course;  then 
when  the  examination  was  on,  if  it 
suited  his  convenience  to  spend  a  fore- 
noon or  afternoon  in  the  old  Convocation 
Hally  he  might  happen  to  decide  an  hour 
or  two  before  to  try  his  luck  on  the 
paper  assigned  for  tdiat  period*  To  him 
the  gaining  of  a  special  standing  in 
the  records  of  the  Provincial  University, 
like  the  winning  of  a  medal  or  an  armful 
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of  prizes  on  any  occasion  diiring  the 
five  years  previous,  was  an  achieve^* 
MMtt  one  might  be  interested  in  going 
after  with  an  enthusiasm  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  the  state  of  mind  which  decides 
one  to  go  into  a  good,  lively  handball 
game  on  a  long  holiday  afternoon*  It 
was  too  good  a  thing  to  miss  at  the 
time,  but  when  it  %fa8  over  —  what 
about  it? 

It  was  during  his  matriculation  year 
that  he  acquainted  the  Father  Provincial 
of  his  intention  of  becoming  a  Basilian* 
Aeceptanee  on  the  part  of  the  Institute 
waa  followed  in  September  by  his  assign- 
ment to  the  staff  of  St.  Michael^s.  The 
decision  implied  a  discontinuation  of 
his  university  studies  and  a  postpone-* 
•ent  of  his  entrance  to  the  Novitiate, 
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neither  of  which  awakened  the  feeblest 
protest  in  the  raind  of  a  man  already 
in  his  twenty-foitrth  year.  From  ^83 
to  »85t  the  time  left  over  after  a  full 
day^s  teaching,  along  with  the  usiial 
recreation  and  dormitory  duties,  etc«^ 
va«  devoted  to  philosophy*  i^ile  the 
elass  achieved  its  purpose  in  a  mastery 
©f  Sanseverino  more  or  less  thorough. 
Patsy  characteristically  developed 
plans  of  reading  everything  produced 
In  the  dfors  of  Ifodiaeval  Scholasticim* 
The  following  year  he  spent  in  the 
Bsaconsfield  Novitiate,  the  one  novice 
unable  to  speak  Fr^ich  in  a  community 
where  he  alone  knew  anything  of  English. 

The  next  three  years  saw  him  a  full-* 
t&mm  teacher  in  St*  Michael's,  and  year 
after  year  gaining  first-class  honor 
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standing  In  university  examinations* 
For  the  accompli shment  of  this  there 
was  no  opportunity  whatever  of  attend- 
ing lectures  or  of  getting  assistance 
from  any  quarter.  Certainly  his  super- 
iors were  not  averse  to  his  going  on, 
with  theology  instead^  but  a  degree 
with  Honor  Classics  sedated  something 
very  important  to  the  young  religious 
who  had  given  his  life  to  the  teaching 
profession;  theology  could  be  taken  up 
later*  He  seeaed  to  find  tifl»  for 
everything;  asked  &#  dispensations  from 
any  obsemrance;  and^  with  the  exception 
ofkhalf  hour  immediately  after  supper. 
Invariably  reserved  for  a  visit  to  the  ^ 
Blessed  Sacrament ,  was  always  on  re- 
creation at  the  hours  assigned  by  rule. 

In  the  suKsner  of  1SS9  things  took  an 
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imexpacted  tium.  The  Superior  Qeneral 
aade  a  visitation  of  the  Canac&n  houses^ 
aad  rixldd  that  the  young  men  of  the 
Institute  should  cease  preparing  for 
university  exaiainations.  I  beg  to  sul>» 
Bit  that  nothing  nore  wonderful  has 
been  witnessed  in  the  history  of  Bas- 
ilians  than  the  spirit  in  which  Patsy 
Langan  received  that  order ♦  In  the 
lK>pe  of  being  able  to  give  greater  ser- 
vice to  the  Institute,  he  had  voltin* 
teexred  to  psotpone  his  ordination  fotir 
yeaz^;  he  had  for  three  years  known 
nothing  but  long  hours  of  hard  labor 
under  every  kind  of  difficulty;  his 
success  had  been  phenomenal;  he  was 
looked  upon  by  examiners  and  competitors 
as  the  outstanding  classical  scholar  of 
the  university;  another  year  and  it 
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would  be  all  over,  with  a  xmiversity 
d^ree  crowned  by  a  gold  medal  to  hl» 
credit.  And  now  when,  td.thout  any  fore- 
wamingj  he  is  told  to  drop  it  all.  It 
does  not  occur  to  him  to  utter  the 
slightest  remonstrance.  The  Superior 
had  spoken  and  the  ease  was  finished* 
The  rest  of  us  v/ere  disposed  to  plead 
for  an  exception  in  his  case;  he  would 
give  the  suggestion  no  encouragement. 
Apparently  he  was  never   so  happy  in  his 
n^ole  life  as  in  the  days  and  weeks 
following  t^is  extraordinary  reversal 
of  his  plans* 

B\it  a  greater  surprise  was  in  store  for 
all.  A  year  later  he  made  it  known  that 
neither  the  priesthood  nor  the  religious 
life  was  to  be  his  future*  For  all  It 
was  just  a  bolt  from  the  blue.  Tha 
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vrriter  received  the  ini^ormation  by 
letter  —  just  a  few  lines  to  enclose 
the  atatecient:  '*!  have  decided  that  I 
aa  never  to  wear  the  stole."  Not  the 
slightest  intiiaation  of  the  reason  why 
mor  of  his  plans  for  the  future*  Forty 
years  have  since  elapsed  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  anyone  has  ventured  an  ex- 
planation* 

Fmf  events  in  our  history  have  been  i&ore 
pathetic  than  his  parting*  Everyone 
felt  the  break  keenly*  To  have  spent 
years  with  one  whose  company  was  always 
interesting,  whose  humor  was  of  the 
richest  and  always  flowing  over,  who 
never  said  an  unkind  word  nor  made  a 
reaark  that  could  hiart,  nor  cherished 
a  resentment;  who  could  never  be  di8«» 
agreeable  nor  refuse  any  kind  of  service 
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that  was  asked  of  hia;  ^lO,  always  for- 
getful of  liimself ,  was  ever  ready  to 
aoe  what  was  best  for  others;  whose 
outstanding  ability  seemed  to  have  the 
one  effect  of  making  hia  iiK^re  humble 
end  aore  gracious  to  others  —  to  feel 
that  now  the  privilege  of  such  compaa* 
ionship  was  at  an  end,  was  shock  to 
cast  enduring  gloom  over  the  entire 
community* 

So  it  was  that  at  the  end  of  Jiine,  1^0, 
after  twelve  years  of  academic  and 
religious  life.  Patsy  Langan  returned 
to  hia  father^s  farm.  The  happenings 
of  his  somewhat  prolonged  stay  there 
are  not  recorded «  But  in  1^93  or  *94 
he  exchanged  t^  quiet  and  seclusion 
of  rural  life  for  that  of  a  Trappist. 
Trappists  have  no  history  -*•  at  least 
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as  far  as  the  world  knov/s«     Patsy^s 
term  tl^re  v/aa  not  long  -^  perhaps 
not  mors  than  five  or  six  years;  ho 
%«as  called  to  his  eternal  reward. 


^Ck>nsunmiatus  in  brevi  explevit  multa 
tf»&pora^^  • 


(Transcribed  from  Yhe  Year  Book  of  St* 
Mciiael*s  College  in  the  Jniveraity  of 
Toronto,  v.  22  (1931)   p.  17-lS.     This 
eulogy  was  written  by  Father  M»V.  Kelly 
irtio  entered  the  Beaconsfield  Novitiate 
i&  1887,  two  years  after  Mr.  Langan.) 
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"May  I  he  worthy,  0  Lord,  so  to  wear 
the  maniple  of  tears  and  sorrow,  that 
with  joy  I  may  receive  the  reward  of 
ay  labours.^'  (Prayers  vesting  for  Mass) 

In  December,  1903,  a  young  man  of  this 
parish  and  of  this  college  was  ordained 
a  priest  and  celebrated  his  First  Mass 
in  this  ^hurch  to  the  joy  of  his  family 
and  of  the  whole  parish •  Today,  thirty 
years  later,  he  is  brought  back,  we  may 
say^  for  a  Last  Mass,  amid  a  sorrowing 
group  much  wider  than  the  parish,  wider 
than  the  religious  family  to  which  he 
belonged,  a  group  that  includes  old 
classmates  aikl  students,  former  par* 
ishioners  of  his,  and  many  others  to 
whom  he  has  been  a  friend »  His  father 
and  mother,  to  whom  God  has  given  length 
of  yaars  with  many  other  gifts,  who, 
thirty  years  ago  caa^  to  the  altar  rail 
to  receive  that  first  blessing  from  his 
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eonseorated  hands^  are  here  today,  and 
ve  gather  about  them  in  sympathy,  in* 
trading  upon  their  grief  to  tell  the» 
that  we  share  it* 

The  **tear«  and  sorrow**  which  are  ours 
today  have  been  forced  upon  us  against 
0ar  will»  '^hey  are  the  protest  of  mat 
human  nature  against  something  which 
we  regard  as  evil,  something  we  would 
not  have#  And  yet  by  one  of  the  srtange 
paradoxes  of  CSiristian  life,  ** tears  ai^ 
9orro}tf^   were  prayed  for  daily  by  the 
departed  priest,  and  by  all  priests,  as 
soxsething  good^  something  of  v^ich  they 
declare  themselves  imworthy*  Every  timm 
a  priest  vests  for  Mass  he  whispers  the 
humble  prayer:  '♦May  I  be  worthy,  0  Lord, 
so  to  wear  the  maniple  of  tears  and 
iK>rrows,  that  with  Joy  I  say  receive 
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the  reward  of  my   labour  •"  He  knows 
that  it  hath  been  promised  that  ♦•they 
who  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy** 
but  the  reason  for  his  prayer  is  deeper 
than  that#  Tears  and  sorrows  are  the 
sign  of  death  and  lead  to  death.  Indeed 
the  life  of  a  priest  is  a  kind  of  pre- 
occupation with  death*  The  reason  is 
because  the  priesthood  with  which  he 
is  endowed  is  the  priesthood  of  Christ. 
There  is  but  one  priesthood ^  because  a 
priest  is  a  mediator  between  God   and 
aaiip  and  as  St*  Paul  tells  us^  there  is 
but  one  Mediator  between  God  and  man, 
Jesus  Christ.  The  priests  of  the  New 
Jm0  are  therefore  such,  not  of  them- 
selves,  but  by  reason  of  their  intimate 
union  with  the  great  high  priest,  whose 
priesthood  they  share.  What  words 
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shall  express  the  nearness  of  the  priest 
to  Christ?  He  is  called  the  ambassador 
of  Christ,  the  friend  of  Christ,  yea, 
even  another  Christ:  *^Sacerdos  alter 
Christus'*  wrote  St«  Paul,  "the  priest 
is  another  Christ •* 


the  priesthood  of  Christ,  iinique 
in  every  way,  is  especially  so  in  this, 
that  He  offered  Himself  as  Victim.  He 
is  both  priest  aiKi  victim*  He  offered 
Himself  to  God  in  the  Vestment  of  our 
Manhood,  and  when  he  put  on  that  vest* 
ment  he  accepted  tears  and  sorrow  as 
His  chosen  lot  from  the  beginning*  To 
share  the  Priesthood  of  Christ  is,  then, 
not  merely  to  offer  in  union  with  Him 
the  sacrifice  of  Calvary,  but  to  be  in 
union  with  Him  the  victim  of  that  sac- 
rifice* Doubtless  the  merits  of  Christ 
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are  infinite  and  therefore  BK>re  than 
siifficient.  Doubtless  the  self-denial, 
the  death-in-life  of  the  priest  is  not 
needed*  But  nothing  short  of  it  will 
fulfill  the  divine  plan.  Ho  tiding  short 
of  it  will  make  him  another  Christ  who 
was  both  the  one  who  offered     tJie 
sacrifice  of  the  New  Law  and  the  victia 
who  was  sacrificed.  To  the  priest  it 
is  given  to  say  with  St.   Paul,  *»I  fill 
up  in  my  flesh  v/hat  is  wanting  to  the 
sufferings  of  Christ  •** 

There  are  many  signs  that  such  is  the 
case.  One  of  them  is  the  fact  that  in 
the  Mass  the  priest  offers  bread  and 
wine*  These  elements  represent  life 
because  they  sustain  life,  and  in  offer« 
ing  them  the  priest  symbolically  offers 
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his  oirm  life,  placing  it,  as  it  were, 
in  the  chalice  of  sacrifice •  And  as 
the  bread  and  wine^  in  themselves  weak 
and  needy  elements,  are  transubstan** 
tiated  into  the  infinitely  worthy  Body 
and  Blood  of  Christ,  so  the  life  of  the 
priest  offered  in  symbol  is  caught  up, 
as  it  \^ere,  into  the  life  of  Christ  and 
clothed  v/ith  its  infinite  value*  The 
tears  of  the  priest  are  nothing  in 
themselves,  but  they  are  something 
whai  mingled  with  the  tears  of  Christ 
in  the  ocean  of  His  sorrow. 

The  life  of  the  priest,  then,  is  proper- 
ly said  to  be  a  pre»occupation  with 
death*  Does  he  not,  daily,  at  Holy 
HstsSp  ^9hom  forth  the  death  of  the  Lord 
until  He  come'*?  This  is  the  great  pur- 
pose  to  which  his  life  is  dedicated* 
And  into  harmony  with  this  does  he  not 
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bring  his  personal  life?  Does  he  not 
die  to  the  world  and  to  family  affec- 
tions? These  deaths  he  voluntarily 
accepts  as  his  chosen  lot*  But  he  is 
called  to  nore  than  this:  the  Heart  of 
His  Divine  Master  yearns  for  more  than 
this*  These  are  external  sacrifices. 
He  isust  do  more*  He  must  die  to  self* 
He  fliMBt  rend  his  heart  as  veil  as  his 
garments*  He  must  accept  the  trials 
that  come  to  him  in  the  normal  course 
of  his  life,  and  count  them  blessings, 
and  pray  to  be  worthy  of  them*  And  if 
he  is  true  to  the  spirit  of  his  calling 
he  will  do  ev^i  more*  He  will  seek  a 
larger  share  of  these  trials  in  order 
to  be  more  like  his  Crucified  Master* 

Such  is,  in  outline,  the  life  of  an 
ideal  priest*  Shall  X  say  it  is  a  por«> 
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trait  of  Father  Murphy?  That  v/ould  be 
a  darini;  thing  to  say  about  any  priest  • 
Rather  let  me  say  that  God  gave  him  the 
grace  to  be  a  very  good  priest.  The 
sacrifice  involved  in  his  vocation  he 
gladly  accepted*  The  sacrifice  invol*- 
ved  in  his  priesthood  he  cherished 
whole-heartedly.  The  crosses  which  cssm 
to  liim,  and  they  were  not  a  few^  were, 
lie  doubt  not,  transmitted  into  crowns* 
Did  he  not  pray  to  be  worthy  of  then 
•very  time  he  vested  for  Mass?  Re  was 
not  a  robust  man,  yet  few,  if  any, 
heard  him  complain.  How  thorough  and 
capable  he  wast  Few  priests  held  so 
Bany  responsible  positions  in  the  same 
number  of  yeax»s.  People  often  wonder 
why  men  far  from  robust  are  able  to  ac- 
complish what  they  do#  Is  it  not  be- 
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cause  they  are  saintly  men!     Is  it  not 
because  God  works  in  th®s  and  through 
tfafts?  So,  I  dare  say,  it  ims  vrlth 

Father  Murphy • 

^'his  being  so,  does  he  need  our  prayers? 
Most  assuuredly  yes.  It  is  not  praise 
he  wants,  but  prayers.  Such  is  his  mute 
appeal  to  us  today*  To  the  priest  es- 
pecially the  Holy  host  gives  to  undet^ 
•tand  the  awful  holiness  of  God,  and 
the  terrible  malice  of  sin.  It  is  bo* 
cause  he  is  so  deeply  conscious  of  sin 
that  ho  craYOS  ponance  as  something 
good  of  which  he  does  not  feel  worthy. 
It  is  because  he  is  conscious  of  sin 
that  he  px^ys  to  be  worthy  to  bear  the 
maniple  of  tears  and  sorrow. 
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That  life-long  prayer  of  otir  dear  de- 
parted oonfere^  let  us  oontiinue  in  his 
name  today  and  in  the  days  to  come,  so 
that  he  may  receive  in  God's  own  good 
time  the  reward  of  his  labours* 


(Transcribed  from  TheThurible>  the  year 
book  of  Sti  Michael's  College  in  the 
University  of  oronto.  v.  24  (1933)  p# 
10,  134,  135,  137t  143.  This  sermon 
was  preached  in  St.  Basil  s  Church, 
Toronto,  by  Father  E.J,  McCorkell  who 
was  then  Master  of  Novices*) 
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For  in  all  things  Thou  didst  magnify 
Thy  ser»/ant,  0  Lord,  and  didst  honour 
him  and  didst  nob  despi^^e  him,  but  did 
assist  hini  at  all  times  and  in  every 
place*  Wisdom,  19th  Chapter* 

My  earliest  menKjry  of  Father  Bfurray 
dates  back  sixty-f oiir  years  when  he 
and  I  were  students  in  dear  old  St* 
llt«dtaLel*s  College  then  under  the  pres- 
idency of  the  saintly  and  scholarly 
Father  ^oulerin*  ''Ed",  as  he  was  fam- 
illraly  and  affectionately  called  by 
us  all»  is,  I  believe,  the  only  one 
now  living  of  the  charter  boys  taught 
by  the  Basilian  Fathers  away  back  in 
1655 •  The  temporary  headquarters  ot 
the  College  were  then  fixed  in  the  north 
wing  of  St.  Michael's  Palace*  In  Sep- 
tember 1S55»  the  conerstone  of  the  group 
of  buildings  now  known  as  St*  Michael's 
College  was  laid  and  in  the  following 
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year  the  aain  building  was  completed, 
possession  taken  and  classes  opened. 
IfhttEig  in  lS53y  Z  vas  enrolled  as  a 
student  Ed.  Morray  was  mmiiii^  the  first 
to  immly  shake  my  hand  and  welcoiso  as 
to  St.  Mchael's.  My  recollection  of 
him  now  is  that  of  a  graceful,  refined 
and  wani-heaz*ted  young  fellow  already 
acclimated  to  the  temperature  of  College 
life,  and  I  again  recall  hiM  as  a  groim 
up^  slender  boy  —  aloost  a  young  man  — 
who  radiated  cheerfulness  and  good 
fellowship.  No  one  could  have  known 
him  in  those  delightful  days  without 
being  attracted  by  his  grace  of  person^ 
his  sinceirity  and  candor  and  his  gracious 
personality.  His  guilelessness,  the 
Innocency  and  joyousness  of  his  hourly 
life  and  his  insistence  for  a  square 
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deal  in  sports  and  competitions  made 
him  a  general  favorite  with  all  the 
boys*  Even  then,  his  moral  scrupul- 
ousness and  truthfulness  —  virtues  bf 
no  means  exceptional  among  the  students 
-—  were  perhaps  more  conspicuous  in  Ed« 
Murray  because  they  were  more  empha-* 
sized  and  accentuated  in  his  daily  in-« 
tercourse  with  us  all* 

Perhaps,  it  v/as  that  £d«  was  always 
Master  of  his  physical  and  mental  equi«- 
iibriiim  that  the  younger  boys  looked  up 
to  him  and  entertained  a  sort  of  mystical 
affection  for  him*  Eheul  fugaces  lab- 
untiar  anni.  What  a  splendid  body  of 
fl»rmlg^  clean-limbed  and  well-built  3rouiig 
fellows  w«re  scattered  over  the  campus 
in  those  days  and  ^at  an  exemplary 
staff  of  priests  and  professors  moiilded 
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our  characters  and  trained  our  young 
minds.  And  since  those  early  timeSy 
too,  what  a  long  and  honourable  pro- 
cession of  stalwart,  healthy  young  men 
has  passed  out  through  the  doors  of  St# 
Michael's  College  to  do  battle  in  church 
mad   state  for  Christianity,  for  truth, 
for  justice,  and  for  rigliteousness. 

When  Edmund  t^u*ray  acting  on  the  advice 
of  his  spiritual  director,  entered  as  a 
mmtow  of  the  Basilian  Cojsmmnity  and 
urns  ordained  to  the  priesthood,  seculsir 
society  lost  a  lovable  character  and 
the  Basllian  Fathers  gained  a  devout, 
faithful  priest  -—  a  pearl  of  great 
price* 

Father  ^to*ray  retains  in  the  evening  of 
his  life  and  the  nig)it  of  his  priesthood 
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all  the  courtesy  and  affability^  all 
the  brightness  of  disposition  and  ami- 
ability of  manner  v^hich  in  his  boyhood 
days,  made  him  a  favourite  with  pro- 
fessors and  students* 

Unfortunately  fevy  among  us  appreciate 
the  influence  for  good  of  the  sympathy- 
•tie  and  kindly  priest  and  his  matcb^ 
less  place  in  society*  The  isolation 
of  his  life,  his  separation  from  the 
social  and  political  activities  of  the 
eo«»un±ty  outside  him  and  his  priestly 
reticence  constitute  a  bar  to  a  thorotigh 
knov^ledge  of  his  superior  qualities* 

Having  been  for  more  tlian  sixty  years 
on  a  plane  of  intimacy  with  dear  Father 
Mirray,  I  recall  many  characteristie 
words  of  encouragement  and  acts  of  ben«* 
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•volence  which  the  lioitation  of  space 
does  not  permit  me  to  record*  No 
friend  may  write  of  another  without 
feeling  that  his  affection  fails  in 
accurate  expression*  At  best,  a  kindly 
spoken  or  written  appreciation  can  only 
be  an  imperfect  portrait  in  words,  and 
however  eiMmendatory  it  say  be,  3ret,  it 
wants  the  rich  colour,  the  soft  shading, 
and  the  touch  of  the  sany  naiseless 
graces  which  in  early  manhood  win  our 
affections*  Brer  since  the  happy  day 
of  his  ordination  Father  Murray  has  been 
a  benediction  to  those  with  whom  his 
priestly  duties  brought  him  into  assoei«- 
mtiea*  Bveryidiere  and  at  all  tiises  his 
voice  and  the  touch  of  his  hand  have 
brou^t  comfort  to  those  who  mourn, 
courage  to  the  faltering,  peace  to  those 
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in  trouble  and  strength  to  the  weak. 
^here  are  hundreds  in  this  city  whose 
labours  have  been   cheered^  whose  sor*" 
rows  have  been  assuaged  and  lives  made 
better  and  brighter  by  his  friaidly 
advice,  by  the  charm  of  his  person  and 
hy  the  fascination  of  his  Banner.  Thoss 
alone  who  have  experienced  the  touch  of 
his  friendly  ahnd^  who  understand  the 
union  between  his  heart  and  the  soul  of 
his  faith,  and  realize  the  fusion  of 
his  human  sympathies  with  supernatural 
virtues  may  appreciate  the  influence 
his  character,  his  unostentatious  good-* 
ness,  his  urbanity,  even  his  kindly 
presence  have  had  upon  their  lives. 

fheire  is  about  his  priestly,  daily  life 
a  genuine^  eaztieat  tone  of  practical 
piety  and  a  sincerity  of  address  and 
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wmmmr  ebarming  &o  everyone  privileged 
to  call  him  a  friend.  Indeed,  aoioiig 
the  laany  and  pleasing  attributes  of 
his  attractive  personality  aire  aianly 
piety,  deep  veneration^  loyalty  to  his 
frlMids  and  love  for  everything  Catholic 
Zt^  aay  be  said  of  his  that  which  an  ac«- 
quaintance  wrote  of  Father  Frederick 
Paber:  *'I  cannot  tell  i«diy,  but  he  fas« 
cinates  everybody*" 

Knowing  Father  Murray  and  enjoying  his 
confidoiee  for  many  years,  I  am  free  to 
state  that  to  bin  St.  Michael's  College 
is  the  happiest  place  out  of  heaven,  to 
vho^  mmbers  he  is  united  by  the  deep* 
est  ties  of  affection  and  by  the  meimr-^ 
ies  of  the  difficulties  the  Basilian 
Fathers  en<»>\mtered  and  conquered  in  the 
pioneer  idays  of  the  College*  All  of  us. 
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who  know  and  love  hlm^   hope  and  pray 
that  wh«a  the  hour  of  his  dissolution 
has  passed  his  nane  will  be  foiind 
SflK>ng  those  elect  souls,  those  ^'rl  cb 
men  in  virtue,  whose  memory  is  in 
benediction  and  whose  remembrance 
shall  be  sweet  as  honey  in  every  mouth 
and  as  music  at  a  banquet  of  wine»" 
(Eccli.  64,  45-49) 

(Transcribed  from  '^he  Year  Book  of  St* 
Michael»s  College,  v*  iTTl?^  p.  19- 

20)  •  This  tribute  was  written  by  the 
Rev*  Dean  W*R*  Harris,,  ^priest  3nd   autlK>r 
in  the  Archdiocese  of  'Toronto •  The 
occasion  yms   the  ^olden  Jubilee  of 
Father  Murray's  ordination* 
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"He  shall  be  like  a  tree  which  is 
planted  near  the  running  waters,  which 
lAiall  bring  forth  its  fruit  in  due 
••a«oa*<*  iPsala  1) 

We  become  familiar  during  the  Christ^ 
maiB   cycle  with  the  spectacle  of  servants 
of  Christ  of  every  variety  and  type 
clinging  as  it  were  to  His  crib,  dying 
gloriously  because  He  had  been  bom* 
St.  Stephen,  the  wearer  of  the  first 
sartyr*s  crown,  John  who  shared  His 
IfMter^s  intimate  secrets  and  with 
flaming  pen  recorded  them  for  us,  the 
Holy  Innocents  who  were  sacrificed 
because  they  resembled  Christ  and  in 
fact  might  be  He.     Thomas  of  Canterbury 
the  defender  of  age<-old  things  that  are 
not  Caesar's  — -  what  varied  types  they 
are  in  age  and  character  and  period  of 
those  whose  lives  have  been  gloriously 
fruitful  because  Christ,  having  been 
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bom  in  the  world,  it  was  their  lot  in 

different  ways  and  times  emphatically 

to  say  so*  ^hey  are  representatives 

in  every  age  and  generation  of  men  whose 

lives  derive  their  whole  importance  fr«i 

their  relationship  to  Christ,  a  circiim- 

stance  which  is  in  fact  symbolized  by 

the  concurrence  of  their  festivals  with 

the  feast  of  the  Nativity.  What  wonld 

Stephen  have  been,  what  would  John  have 

been,  tdiat  would  the  Holy  Innocents 

have  been,  what  would  ^homas  have  been 

without  their  relationship  to  Christ? 

Let  history  tell,  history  nihieh  wraps 

in  endless  night  the  names  of  the  great 

i^n  who  lived  before  Agamemnon: 

Hhxr   little  systems  have  their  day; 
They  have  their  day  and  cease  to  be.** 

But  because  of  their  relationship  with 

Christ  these  names  have  been  snatched 
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from  oblivion:  these  men,  yea,  even 
these  babes,  have  been  oiade  a  power  in 
their  own  day  and  remain  so  in  ours 
for  the  guidance  of  sen  and  the  glory 
of  God.  Of  then,  and  of  their  types 
alone  say  it  be  said  that  their  lives 
have  not  been  ftniitloss. 

The  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Law  had  al- 
ready predicted  the  potency  of  this 
relationship  with  Christ  in  the  words 
of  my  text  under  the  figure  of  a  tree 
%i^ich  is  planted  beside  the  running 
waters*  Such  a  tree  radiates  glory, 
it  affords  a  shelter,  it  gives  fruit 
in  due  season,  because  it  is  near  the 
source  of  beauty,  and  strength  and  pro< 
ductiveness.  In  the  saae  way,  the  man 
of  God  mounts  to  fiill  statiire  and  does 
his  work  beca\ise  he  drinks  from  that 
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fountain  of  water  springing  up  to  life 
eternal,  which  Christ  gives  him  to 
drink  at  the  living  well  of  Jacob* 

tee  of  the  captains  of  the  Arsy  of 
Christ  Mfho   for  this  reason  grew  to 
considerable  statiire  in  a  comparatively 
short  life  was  the  priest  at  whose  last 
sad  obsequies  we  assist  today.  The 
mourning  is  indeed  widespread*  It  Is 
not  only  we  ^o  are  crowded  into  this 
Ghiurch  today  who  mourn  him;  not  only 
the  members  of  his  own  family  to  whMi 
he  was  a  gmardian  angel,  and  with  wh«i 
we  deeply  sympathize  today;  not  only 
tts  members  of  his  religious  family, 
the  Basilian  Fathers,  i^o  can  ill  afford 
to  lose  him;  Imt  many  clergy  and  relig«» 
ious  and  people  in  this  popxilous  centrOi^ 
and  students  of  this  great  college ^now 
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scattered  to  their  hom^s,  and  students 
of  St*  Michael»s  in  Toronto,  his  ovna 
college )  and  old  boys  of  both  these 
Colleges  throiighout  Ontario,  New  Tork^ 
Ohio  and  Michigan  are  one  with  us  yiho 
are  here  in  mourning  the  passing  of  a 
great  teacher  and  a  great  priest* 

I  Mttst  ask  you  to  pardon  me   for  speaking 
but  briefly  of  his  work  at  Assumption 
College  and  in  Windsor.  I  know  that  he 
was  a  Taluable  member  of  your  staff , 
that  his  spiritual  influence  was  great 
aaK>ng  the  students  andamong  the  Religious 
of  this  district  to  whom  he  gave  so 
conferences  and  retreats*  I  Know  that 
he  was  giriag  intellectual  leadership 
here  by  his  maturing  scholarship*  I  ai 
certain  that  his  name  will  be  written 
inextricably  into  the  textiire  of  your 
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great  tradition.  But  I  ask  you  to  con- 
cede St.  Michael^s  prior  claim  upon  hiia$ 
St.  Michael^s  who  claims  him  for  ter 
own;  and  where  I  am  able  to  speak  of 
him  from  personal  knowledge  as  a  stud«» 
enty  as  a  teacher^  as  a  priest  and  as 
an  administrator.  I  think  that  I  may 
safely  say  he  was  extraordinary  in  every 
one  of  these  roles.  He  was  one  of  thmse 
students  that  you  always  remember;  and 
this  not  for  any  one  things  but  for  that 
ensemble  of  things  which  go  to  make  up 
the  life  of  a  student.  Especially  is 
he  remembered  as  a  teacher^  one  of  those 
teachers  the  Old  Students  always  inquire 
about.  ^'Where  is  Father  Bellisle  now?" 
How  many  times  have  I  answered  that 
question  during  the  last  few  years t  He 
had,  I  think,  extraordinary  personal 
influence  over  boys.  I  have  known  boys 
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whose  whole  life  has  been  changed  by 
contact  with  Father  Bellisle  for  a  few 
months*  One  reason  for  this  was  the 
extraoi^inary  degree  to  which  he  retained 
the  spirit  of  a  boy  himself.  His  gay, 
carefree,  rippling  laughter  was  a  faiail«» 
iar  sound  in  the  corridors  of  St*  lfleh«» 
ael's*  One  of  the  great  triiimphs  of 
his  personal  influence  was  the  retreat 
which  he  preached  to  the  St«  Michael ^s 
stud^its  last  year.  His  anrival  seemed 
like  a  homecoming  after  a  few  years  ab«* 
splice,  but  it  proved  a  farewell* 

It  is  perhpas  true  that  the  history  of 
a  college  is  the  biography  of  a  few 
great  teachers  on  its  staff.  One  of 
these  in  the  case  of  St.  Michael*s  would 
be  Father  Bellisle. 

He  was  a  competent  Superior*  He  had. 
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other  gifts,  the  rather  rare  one 
of  saying  No  and  sticking  to  it*  He 
had  spiritual  insight,  and  he  had  vision 
and  courage.  If  St»  Michael's  is  a 
large  college  and  not  a  small  one  today, 
if  it  is  therefore  able  to  undertake  a 
building  program,  if  it  is  able  to  do 
(MMMthing  for  Catholic  scholarship,  it 
is  in  no  small  measure  the  work  of 
Father  Bellisle,  during  those  years 
when  he  was  in  charge  of  its  destiny* 

Vhat  is  the  secret  of  his  extraordinary 
influence?  It  will  be  said  that  he  was 
a  gifted  teacher  because  he  had  ability, 
he  worked  hard  and  his  heart  was  in  his 
work.  All  these  things  are  true,  but 
they  are  not  the  whole  truth.  The 
whole  truth  is  that  he  was  also  a  pious 
priest.  You  were  impressed  by  him  be* 
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cause  you  felt  that  were  dealing  with 
a  deeply  religious  man.  It  is  the  tree 
beside  the  running  waters  that  brings 
forth  its  fruit  in  due  season.  Such  a 
tree  is  a  triiaaph  of  nature  because  it 
is  in  vital  contact  with  a  living 
stream.  '^*he  living  streaa  in  Father 
Bellisle's  case  was  his  priesthood 
which  in  his  case  was  not  a  separate 
thing,  but  permeated  and  suffused  with 
its  glow  every  part  of  his  life.  The 
intiaate  relationship  with  Christ  which 
is  the  privilege  and  glory  of  the 
priesthood,  he  cultivated  zealously;  he 
laboured  to  be  worthy  of  it;  he  placed 
it  first  and  all  other  gifts  were  added 
unto  hia.  ^'his  was  the  secret  of  his 
power  for  good;  this  is  the  lesson  of 
his  life  for  his  brother-»Basilians  and 
for  his  brother  priests  everywhere. 
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And  now  he  Is  gone  froa  us  leaving  us 
vfith  a  deep  sense  of  loss.  His  going 
was  at  Christaastide  with  Stephe  and 
John  and  the  Holy  Innocents  and  ^^hoaas 
of  Canterbuzy,  and  the  representatives 
of  those  who  in  every  age  and  dis^  have^ 
through  faith  in  the  Incarnation,  given 
thaar elves  wholeheartedly  to  Christy 
even  unto  death*  Father  Bellisle  celebs- 
rated  Mass,  the  mystery  of  faith,  on 
Christmas  Day  for  the  first  time  in  aaay 
\f9mkM  and  it  proved  to  be  his  last*  He 
«aae  to  the  crib  to  aake  his  last  act  of 
faith.  Hay  his  noble  priestly  soul  rest 
in  peace I 


(Transcribed  froa  the  preacher's  aanu- 
script*  Father  E*J*  McCorkell,  then 
Superior  of  St*  Michael's  College, 
preached  this  sexnson  at  the  funeral  of 
Father  Bellisle  in  Assumption  Church, 
Windsor,  on  December  30,  193^) 
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**I  spoke  of  Thy  testlaioiiies  before 
kings,  and  I  was  not  ashamed."  (Ps.lld, 
46) 

It  was  bat  the  thinking  of  a  aoaent  to 
choose  a  text  for  a  sermon  on  this  sad 
occasion.  As  I  offered  the  Holy  Sacri- 
fice for  the  soul  of  Father  McGahey  #a 
Monday  ffioming  on  heaxlng  of  his  death, 
I  was  struck  by  the  opening  words  of 
the  Mass:  **I  spoke  of  Thy  testimonies 
before  kings ,  and  I  was  not  a  shamed  •** 
The  words  were  applied  by  the  Church 
to  the  career  of  St .Francis  Xavier, 
whose  feast  it  was,  but  they  describe 
excellently  the  role  of  the  priest  in 
the  world,  and  there  is  a  special  fit^ 
mesa  about  their  application  to  the 
pzdestly  life  of  Father  McGahey. 

It  is  about  the  priesthood  we  think 
and  its  pur*pose  among  men  rather  than 
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about  death  itself,  when  we  are  stirred 
deeply  by  the  death  of  a  priest,  k  MUft 
dies  but  he  is  also  a  priest*  The  man 
carried  the  treasure  of  the  priesthood 
in  an  eairthen  vessel ,  but  now  that  the 
otora  of  life  is  over  and  the  vessel 
of  clay  lies  broken,  we  think  deeply 
what  it  means  to  be  a  priest • 

^I  spoke  of  Thy  testimonies  before 
kings,  and  I  was  not  ashamed***  Yes, 
it  Is  the  life  of  a  priest  to  give 
testimony  to  Christ*  He  is  a  witness 
of  Christ  in  the  world*  He  preaches 
Christ  and  Him  curcified*  He  teaches 
men  of  every  nation  to  observe  whatso** 
ever  Christ  commanded*  He  rises  to  the 
full  stature  of  his  office  as  a  witness 
of  Christ  when  he  offers  daily  the  sac-* 
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rifice  of  Christ  upon  the  cross.  He 
is  a  liviag  witness  that  the  Crhist  of 
Bethlehea^  of  Kasareth  and  of  Calvary 
is  still  in  the  world. 

He  anst  be  a  witness  to  Christ  in  his 
private  life.  As,  St.  Paul  puts  it, 
ho  must  ''put  on  Christ",  ^e  mast  en- 
deavor to  bo  a  holj  san«  Ho  mst  load 
a  dedicated  life.  He  mist  bo  a  «an  of 
prayer.  It  is  frojo  the  spiritual  power- 
house of  prayer  that  he  draws  the  en« 
orgy  to  bo  a  public  influence,  and  a 
public  influence  he  must  inevitably  be, 
for  he  has  to  be  a  witness  to  Christ 
before  sen*  The  Divine  Master  called 
those  whmi  Ho  first  naood  to  the  apoo-* 
tolate  the  light  of  the  world  and  the 
salt  of  the  earth;  a  light  for  tho 
guidance  of  son,  and  a  salt  for  their 
preservation  from  sin.  It  is  faroa  a 
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life  of  prayer  that  the  priest  draws 
oil  for  his  lamp  and  savor  for  his 
salt,  and  tims  becomes  an  effect  Its 
witness  for  Christ 


Be  must  be  a  witness  to  Chx^lst  in  the 
busy  life  of  the  crowded  city,  and  in 
the  comparative  quiet  of  the  country 
parish*  ^e  mi;u5t  be  a  witness  of  Christ 
in  the  university,  in  the  labor  forum, 
in  the  business  and  financial  world,  in 
the  world  of  sport,  in  social  and  pol«» 
Itieal  life*  ^e  most  confront  the 
frigid  stare  of  the  bigot  and  the  cor« 
rosive  ridicule  of  the  agnostic,  and 
the  irritating  indifference  of  the 
worldling  with  the  same  courage  with 
which  the  flshezven  of  Galilee  confronted 
a  hostile  pagan  world  and  won  it  to 
Christ*  fhe  world  needs  his  message  but 
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it  will  not  listen.  That  message  in 
the  beginning  nas  a  st^ibliag  block  to 
the  Jews  and  foolishness  to  the  Qei^ 
tiles.  It  is  still  these  things  to 
many,   but  the  priest  most   preach  it 
boldly  before  kings  and  bo  SMit  ashaaod. 

Father  McGahoy  brought  rosarkable 
talents  to  bear  upon  his  witness  to 
Christ.  It  is  hardly  possilfe  to  speak 
of  him  without  dealing  in  superlatives. 
His  record  as  a  student  at  Riverdale 
tellogiate  is  roBoi^ered  there  stills 
His  achieTeaent  as  an  undergraduate  at 
St*  Michael *s  will  challa&ge  compar-* 
isoa  with  any  in  its  long  history.  la 
the  classroom,  in  the  students'  parli* 
aaenty  on  the  campus  he  was  one  of  the 
all-time  greats.  His  choice  of  a  to- 
oatim;  was  Kide  late  in  his  course,  but 
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with  characteristic  generosity.  He 
would  be  a  witness  to  Christ  in  the 
•ajd^fold  actiTities  of  the  College  wher« 
he  found  his  vocation*  He  joined  the 
Congregation  of  St.  Basil.  Few  Basili- 
ans  hare  had  such  varied  assignnents. 
He  taught  in  High  School  and  in  College. 
He  could  make  a  class  in  gramer  in» 
teresting  and  ev&a   fascinating^  and  a 
elass  in  philosophy  stimulating.  He 
was  Principal  of  the  High  School  here 
in  his  first  year  out  of  the  Seainary. 
He  was  in  charge  of  the  mission  of 
Chatsworth  in  the  Owen  So\md  Parish, 
and  he  stiirred  the  place  to  its  depths. 
He  was  Newsan  Hall  chaplain  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  and  later  at  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  In  tke 
latter  place  he  probably  did  his 
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endiiring  work.  *here  will  be  much  sor- 
row there  to  hear  of  his  death*  He  was 
^Iso  an  Army  chaplain  but  had  to  retire 
in  broken  health.  I  suspect  that  the 
Ar«y  would  rather  have  lost  a  General* 

In  all  these  fields  he  was  a  valuable 
witness  to  Christ,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  exaggerate  what  he  Might  have  ac-» 
coaplished  if  he  could  have  brought 
imder  contrx)!  his  enoraous  energy*  As 
it  was  he  acc<Mi^lished  more  in  his  fif« 
teen  years  in  the  priesthood  than  aost 
do  in  a  much  longer  life*  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  there  is  no  line  of  work 
attempted  by  faLa,  whether  teaching^ 
preaching 9  parish  work,  Newaan  Club 
work,  or  organized  sport  on  which  he 
has  not  left  an  enduring  mark* 

He  never  lacked  courage  to  be  a  witness 
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to  Christ  in  public*  Few  men  in  mf 
knowledge  have  equalled  him  in  this 
respect*  In  the  smoker  of  a  train  he 
w>uld  speedily  become  the  leader  in 
discussion  and  generally  on  a  subject 
of  philosophy  of  religion*  It  was  tkm 
same  in  the  faculty  co!iu»a  rxxm  of  the 
University*  It  was  the  same  in  the 
Officers*  Itoss.  The  medical  men  there 
would  have  their  skepticism  about  a 
human  soul  put  to  a  severe  test  if  they 
flaunted  it  before  him.  The  psychi- 
atrists would  be  tied  in  knots  by  a 
■aster  in  their  own  subject*  ^et  lie 
ime  never  merely  provocative  and  con- 
troversial, and  seldom  failed  to  win 
friends  among  those  who  differed  from 
hiju  I  believe  he  wbls  at  his  very  best 
in  these  private  conversations  about 
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Philosophy  and  Religion^  and  he  was 
the  aore  effective  in  that  he  was 
always  the  priest. 

His  death  in  early  Middle  life  is  a 
great  loss  to  the  Basilian  Fathers.  We 
are  gratefiil  for  the  many  aessages  of 
syi^athy  fros  far  and  near»  We  are 
grateful  to  tlm   Archbishop  for  eoBiag 
to  sing  the  funeral  Mass*  We  extend 
our  syapathy  to  his  sorrowing  family  — 
to  his  father  and  sisters^  for  whoa  his 
death  is  a  tragedy,  and  to  all  his  rel*- 
atives  who  will  aiss  very  much  his  in- 
teresting, friendly  visits,  which, 
though  all  too  rare,  were  deeply 
appreciated* 

Iiot  ms,  then,  his  conferes  in  religion, 
his  relatives,  his  friends  in  the  dio- 
cesan clergy,  in  the  university,  in  the 
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world  of  sporty  in  the  many  homes  of 
fttudents  throughout  Canada  and  beyond 
—  let  us  sympathize  with  each  other, 
for  we  have  a  great  sorrow,  but  let  us 
mot  forget  to  rpay  today  and  for  maay 
days  to  come  that  his  sojoura  in  Pw** 
l^tory  may  be  short,  and  that  he  may 
soon  come  to  eternal  rest*  His  energy 
wms  so  great  in  life  that  he  seldom  found 
genuine  relaxation  or  normal  rest*  Ster- 
nal rest  we  pray  will  be  his  in  God^s 
mim  good  time,  and  we  hope  for  it  the 
mmre  firmly  because  I  believe  he  can  in 
all  hmmility  amd  sincerity  say  to  the 
Stmraal  Judge:  ^I  spoke  of  Thy  testim- 
onies before  kings  and  1  was  not  ashamed.^ 


(Transcribed  from  the  preacher's  manu- 
script.  Sermon  preached  by  Father  E.J. 
McCorkell,  then  Superior  General,  at 
the  funeral  of  Father  J.E.  McGahey  im 
St.  Basil's  Church,  Toronto,  1945) 
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*Atten,  Attdiiy  I  say  to  you^  unless  the 
grain  of  wheat  fall  into  the  gro^md 
and  die,  it  remains  alone.  But>  if  it 
die,  it  brings  forth  imeh  fniit.** 
(Jn.  12,  24-25) 

I  wish,  first  of  all,  to  thank  His  te* 
iBenee,  the  Cardinal,  for  cosing  to 
celebrate  a  PoMlf  ical  Requien,  and  oor 
friends  of  the  diocesan  clergy  here  and 
elsewhere,  and  the  laity,  and  visitors, 
clerical  and  lay  from  Detroit  and  Ro- 
chester for  c<»Bing  to  pray  with  us  and 
»mm  with  us  the  death  of  a  confrere 
wh<Mi  we  loved,  revered,  and  leaned 
heavily  upon:  one  who  has  been  so  mueh 
a  part  of  our  history  during  the  past 
quarter  century  that  with  his  passing 
we  feel  a  chapter  in  our  story  has  cmm 
to  an  abrupt  aid.  We  are  naturally 
plunged  in  grief*  The  hand  of  the  LorA 
has  touched  us*  But  a  divine  visitation 
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is  always  for  our  good,  azid  the  good 
us  derlTo,  it  m^am   to  mm^  trmm  aa  ex* 
periencd  of  this  kind,  froa  the  death 
of  a  priest  which  stirs  us  deeply,  is 
a  new  insight  into  the  Mystery  of  the 
priesthood*  ^he  priesthood  does  not 
die»  It  is  a  treasure  which  we  carry 
la  Teasels  of  clay,  but  when  the  storm 
of  life  is  over,  and  the  vessel  of  clay 
is  broken,  the  priesthood  does  not  die* 
It  is  everlasting  because  it  is  the 
priesthood  of  the  eternal  God. 

Nevertheless  there  is  a  sense  in  which 
the  priesthood  is  itself  a  kind  of 
death*  Our  Lord  saids  **Unless  the  grain 
of  wheat  fall  into  the  grotind  and  die, 
it  resains  alone*  But  if  it  die^  it 
brings  forth  vuch  fruit***  Those  w^rds 
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spoken  in  prophecy*  '^hey  were 
perfectly  fulfilled  ia  tke  death  #f 
Christ  and  its  tremendous  consequences. 
The  death  &£   Christ  redeemed  the  world. 
The  death  of  Christ  brought  forth  abun* 
dant  life* 

Wiact   they  are  alm>  fulfilled  in  every 
disciple  of  Christ  who  rises  to  the  full 
stature  of  his  calling.  They  are  ful- 
filled in  the  saint.  The  saint  dies  to 
self  in  order  that  he  may  live  unto 
Christ.  St.  John  the  Baptist  expressed 
it  perfectly  when»  referring  to  Christ, 
he  said:  He  must  increase  but  I  must 
decrease*"  What  St.  John  foreswa  and 
described  as  taking  place  before  the 
eyes  of  men  has  its  counterpart  in  tke 
inner  life  of  the  Christian  soul.  Self 
must  yield  to  Christ  in  the  new  life 
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into  which  a  man  is  bom  by  bapti«ii, 
and  the  extant  of  the  yielding  as  tlae 
goes  on  determines  the  degree  of  growth 
in  holiness*  Religious  profession 
initiates  a  tmce  aboadant  growth.  It 
is,  so  to  apeak,  a  fresh  start  towards 
sainthood*  Ordination  presupposes  a 
considerable  advance*  The  priest  is 
indeed  called  to  an  exceptional  degree 
of  holiness p  and  his  fidelity  to  that 
call  will  be  the  measure  of  his  influ-* 
snce  for  good  in  the^   world*  The  extent 
to  which  his  ordination  involves  a 
death  to  worldly  ambition^  the  extent 
to  which  it  is  a  self -*eff accent  will 
dsteroine  how  close  he  is  to  coae  to 
the  ideal  of  the  Divine  Master* 

St*  Paul  describes  the  priests  of  the 
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Early  Church  in  terms  of  this  double 
process  of  putting  off  self  and  puttiag 
on  Christ*  And  he  is  serer  »ore  elo** 
quent  than  in  describing  how  the  hi2flHUi 
feebleness  of  the  minister  of  the  Hew 
Lav  is  invigorated  by  the  power  of 
Christ.  «Let  us**,  he  said,  "exhibit 
OttTselTea  as  ministers  of  God  •••  as 
unknown  and  yet  known,  as  d3ring  and  be- 
held we  live,  as  sorrowful  yet  always 
z^Joicing,  as  needy  yet  enriching  aany, 
mm  having  nothing ,  yet  possessing  all 
things*"  {II  Cor*  6)  And  he  goes  on 
to  glory  in  his  infirmity  that  the  power 
of  Christ  may  dwell  in  him* 

Self«*effacement,  then,  is  the  badge  ai^ 
token  of  the  true  priest*  It  is  the 
secret  of  his  effectiveness  in  exercising 
the  powers  of  his  hi^  office*  It  is 
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the  clue  to  his  influence  in  the  world* 

Since  this  is  the  case  we  have  here  the 
explanation  of  the  exceptional  influence 
«Bercised  by  the  priest  whose  loss  we 
■omre  today*  The  career  of  Father  Daii« 
iel  Dillon  as  a  whole  has  been  earked 
by  the  giving  up  of  what  he  had  set  hie 
heart  upon^  what  he  eeemkl  qualified 
and  destined  for.  Bom  in  Texas  of 
parent e  who  had  migrated  from  the  North, 
one  of  his  earliest  dreams  was  to  beeeiM 
a  priest  to  help  the  ^hurch  in  hie 
native  State.  The  Ohurch  was  still 
pioneering  there  sixty  years  ago*  He 
was  probably  the  first  native  vocatiom 
in  Texas;  certainly  his  was  the  first 
Basilian  vocation*  ^e  wanted  to  help 
in  Texas  the  priests  from  Toronto  who 
had  gone  there  in  the  missionary  spirit 
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to  serve  the  Church •  He  did  not  fore- 
mM  ttet  bat  five  of  his  thirty-two 
years  in  the  priesthood  would  be  spent 
in  his  native  State*  Tet  his  dr#aA 
was  in  fact  realized «  He  served  Texas 
indirectly*  His  vocation  prc»qpted 
others  to  follow  his   example^  and  thus 
served  to  keep  the  Basilian  foothold 
there;  and  now  forty-three  Basilians 
are  at  work  in  that  State  with  a  parish, 
a  high  school,  a  aission  field,  and  the 
beginnings  of  a  College*  Fro«  the  tiny 
sapling  which  strove  to  send  down  its 
roots  when  be  was  a  boy  there  has  groini 
a  sturdy  tree*  That  the  Basilian 
beginnings  there  survived  a  delicate 
Infancy  was  due  to  hia,  but  not  in  the 
way  he  planned*  It  is  true  he  labored 
there  personally  for  a  few  years,  but 
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lui  was  then  called  to  a  post  of  respon«» 
slbility  in  the  North  and  others  entered 
iftto  his  labors  in  the  South,  "^here  is 
a  Scriptural  proverb  to  the  effect  tlis% 
ttsn  proposes  but  God  disposes.  God 
frequently  approves  the  good  we  set  out 
to  do 9  but  calls  on  others  to  do  it^ 
lest  we  take  credit  to  ourselves*  The 
good  that  Father  Dillon  set  out  to  do 
was  left  for  others  to  accomplish. 

^h$rm  was  yet  another  way  in  which  thm 
future  opening  out  before  hia  was  sudd<- 
enly  changed*  He  was  a  gifted  atainis* 
trator*  He  was  already  head  of  the 
Texas  Basilians  ^mk   he  was  but  two 
years  ordained.  He  was  transferred  to 
Assuttption  as  Superior  and  piloted  it 
through  a  difficult  period.  He  led  the 
Basilians  when  they  establish^  a  Hi^ 
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School  in  Detroit^  and  laid  tko  foun«» 
dations  of  a  great  school  there.  In 
sintitto  he  had  been  elected  a 
\r  of  the  G^deral  Council »  and  re« 
fliained  on  it  for  the  rest  of  his  life* 
He  seemed  dostinod  to  becMie  the  hoa4 
of  every  House  in  turn^  when  suddenly 
iiAder  the  strain  of  tte  faoavy  Amsmtftimk 
debt  during  the  depression,  his  health 
broke*  Once  again  the  whole  pattern  of 
his  lifo  was  changed*  Hezxeforth  ho 
could  not  assune  the  heavy  responsibil« 
itios  of  administration*  He  had  to 
retire  to  the  role  of  Councillor^  and 
to  the  coffiparative  quiet  of  a  Sealnary 
IMTofessor* 

But  his  really  great  work  began,  I  be* 
Here  wJm  he  probably  thought  (certainly 
■any  others  thought)  that  it  was  ended* 
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It  is  again  a  case  of  nan  proposing, 
and  God  disposing*  In  his  early  years 
as  a  priest  he  could  not  have  envisaged 
himself  as  a  professor  in  the  Seminary* 
He  was  not  prepared  for  it  in  the  usual 
itaj.     Many  of  his  conteaqpcnraries  had 
been  assigned  after  ordination  to  gradu« 
ate  studies.  He  could  not  be  spared 
for  that*  The  School  in  Texas  was  call<-» 
ing  hia.  It  needed  hiM«  His  preparatiom 
for  Seminary  teaching  was  therefore  the 
preparation  of  experience  as  a  teacher 
and  as  a  priest,  grafted  upon  exceptional 
natural  ability.  He  beea»»  an  exceeding 
good  teacher  of  Canon  Law  and  Moral 
theology.  His  influence  on  successiTe 
ordination  classes  during  his  twelve 
years  at  the  Seminary  was  profound,  and 
in  that  work  he  is  simply  irreplaceable. 
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These  years  were  not  consecutlTe*  At 
Intervals  he  urns  drafted  teapmrarily 
to  stabilize  a  youthfal  administratioB 
in  one  of  the  schools,  '^hus  he  spent 
a  few  extra  years  in  Detroit  and  Ro-» 
Chester*  He  was  kemily  interested  in 
the  Rochester  foundation  and  drean^d 
of  its  great  future*  But  he  was  inter- 
ested in  all  the  Houses.  He  realized 
aore  than  aost  of  ms  that  in  helping 
one  House  he  was  l^lping  all  of  thes^ 
and  he  had  an  unusual  detachment^  so 
that  it  Battered  less  to  his  than  to 
mmm%  Basilians  where  he  was  placed*  In 
this  respect  he  was  a  aodel  for  all* 

Denied  the  opportunity  to  pursue  gx^du«> 
ate  studies  after  ordination  because  he 
was  needed  in  the  school  at  Houston^ 
denied  the  opportanity  to  deyote  hisself 
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to  the  South  because  he  was  needed  in 
the  North,  denied  the  opportunity  to 
continue  active  leadership  because  his 
health  was   broken,  he  accepted  the 
tenbler  roles  of  a  teacher  in  the  Se»- 
inary  and  a  Councillor,  and  he  was 
highly  successful  in  both  roles  because 
hm  was  a  humble  »an,  and  Grod  gives  His 
grace  to  the  humble.  He  was  a  good 
Councillor  because  ho  was  a  wise  man^ 
In  our  S^ainazy  days  we  used  to  admire 
an  aged  confessor,  now  forgotten  except 
by  the  oldest  here.  Father  Daniel  Gush-* 
lng«  He  was  a  saintly  and  wise  priest, 
and  had  great  spiritual  influence.  It 
lum  often  occurred  to  me  that  Father 
Daniel  ^illon  caught  his  spirit  to  a 
remarkable  degree,  and  perpetuated  it 
in  our  midst* 
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S©  I  say  that  self-effacement  marks 
the  earthly  career  of  Father  Dillon • 
Sxaeples  of  it  punctmata  the  record 
•f  his  life.  He  would  not  have  ad- 
mitted it  as  a  virtue.  He  ir^uld  say 
that  it  urns  imposed  upon  him  by  cir«- 
tiintances.  But  he  was  the  kind  of 
Man  whoB  IHvine  Providence  could  buffet 
for  his  good^  because  already  in  his 
heart  he  had  uprooted  every  vestige  ef 
self* 

•Unless  the  grain  of  wheat  fall  into 
the  ground  and  die,  it  remains  alone •»• 
Hhat  a  fine  grain  of  wheat  he  was  when 
he  case  to  St*  Basil^s  Novitiate  i& 
1910  —  of  powerful  physique,  a  fine 
student,  a  vigorous,  active,  ambitious 
young  man  with  his  plans  to  do  something 
for  God.  '^Imae   plans  were  to  disinteg-* 
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rate,  even  that  pov/erful  frame  was  t© 
lose  its  vigor  all  too  soon.  But  out 
of  the  wreckage  of  his  plans  and  of 
his  health  sprang  a  nobler  crop  than 
he  had  envisaged.  And  God  granted  hia 
additional  years  tliat  it  might  come  to 
harvest.  Those  allotted  years  have 
now  run  their  course.  The  granary  is 
full^  and  the  harvest^ s  done.  May  ho 
rest  in  peaeo* 


(Transcribed  from  the  preacher*  s  mantt«» 
script.  Sermon  greached  by  Father  B.J. 
McCorkell|  then  Superior  General,  in 
St*  Basil's  ChurSh,  i-'oronto.  at  the 
Funeral  Mass  for  Father  Daniel  Dillon. 
1948) 
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**The  Grace  of  Qod,   our  Saviour ^  has 
daimed  on  human  kind,  schooling  us  to 
forego  irreverent  thoughts^  and  worldly 
appetites,  and  to  live  in  this  present 
world  a  life  of  order,  of  justice,  and 
of  holiness."  Paul  to  ^itus,  2,  ll... 

Tliose  who  first  aade  the  experiment  of 
living  the  Christian  life,  iriiether 
priests  or  laysi^n,  found  the  world  in-* 
stinctively  opposed  to  them#  It  was  a 
warfare  they  waged,  and  it  was  not  i^rely 
a  hot  war  that  they  faced,  but,  moro 
dangerously,  a  cold  war  in  the  s^ise 
that  the  first  conflict  took  place  with-» 
in  th€ttselve8«  They  had  to  overcone  the 
world  in  themselves  before  overeoaing  it 
in  others*  There  had  to  be  a  personal 
victory  before  there  could  be  an  apos- 
tolaye*  St*  Paul  did  not  conceal  from 
Titus  who  was^  in  fact,  a  bishop,  that 
he  had  to  offer  to  his  flock  the  aodol 
of  a  life  nobly  lived:  that  his  life 
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had  to  be  a  challenge  to  the  strife, 
the  injustice,  aad  the  blaspheajr  which 
sashed  that  pagan  society;  that  the 
secret  of  his  success  would  be^  not 
the  powers  of  his  episcopal  office^ 
tait  the  exasple  of  a  life  of  order^ 
0f  Justice,  and  of  holiness* 

lew  all  who  knew  Father  Willian  Roach 
intiaately  as  his  confreres  did  will 
recognize  these  words  as  descriptiT# 
•f  his  life  to  a  renarkable  degree* 
For  this  reason  I  have  chosen  the»  as 
a  text  today*  And  for  another  reason 
too*  Father  Roach  was  fond  of  this 
text*  It  happened  that  he  was  bora 
with  the  Hew  Year  on  January  1,  1^75 • 
Later  v/hen  he  came  to  the  altar  as  a 
priest  he  found  these  words  in  the 
epistle  of  the  Mass  for  New  Yearns  Bay, 


'^10^  mm^^- 
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so  that  he  began  each  year  of  his  life^ 
and  each  calendar  year  with  a  double 
reason  for  aakiag  this  text  the  ex-» 
pression  of  a  fresh  resolution  to  live 
a  life  of  order,  and  Justice,  and 
holiness* 

The  world  into  William  Roach  was  bora 
eighty-six  years  ago  had  not  shed  all 
its  resemblances  to  the  period  of  the 
Caesars.  New  idolatries  in  fact  always 
appear  to  take  the  place  of  the  old 
ones.  Every  generation  poses  the  piH>b- 
JLmi  of  presevering  the  Faith  in  a  world 
that  denies  it,  and  of  living  a  life  of 
purity  in  a  world  given  over  to  all 
■anner  of  worldly  desires.  The  dedic* 
ated  Christian  of  today  is  scarcely 
less  cut  off  from  the  world  than  were 
the  conteBip«;<^arie8  of  Paul  and  ^itus* 
Hor  does  Christ  directly  interfere  in 
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the  struggle  of  those  who  bear  His 
name,  ^e  never  forces  Himself  on  any- 
one. What  ^e  looks  for  fro«  each  is 
the  free  response  to  His  love# 

Williaa  Koaeh  faad^  however,  certain 
notable  advantages  in  the  particular 
vorld  of  his  youth*  He  was  bom  in  a 
rural  parish^  idiere  life  was  compar- 
atively simple^  and  where  the  Faith  was 
strong  in  tl^se  who  possessed  it^  be- 
cause the  menory  of  persecution  was 
still  fresh*  If  anyone  was  prone  to 
forget  it  there  was  the  annual  Orange 
parade  on  July  12th#  The  unfinished 
battle  of  the  Boyne  was  resuaedp  and 
the  Faith  was  Made  safe  for  another 
year* 

There  was  another  advantage  too*  WilUas 
^^ch  was  bom  into  a  faodly  that  was 
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Catholic  to  the  core*  The  parents  of 
Irish  birth  had  settled  in  Brechin* 
There  were  five  sons  and  a  daughter^  all 
mm   departed  •  They  were  devoted  to  one 
another  to  an  unusual  degree*  In  the 
bosom  of  that  family,  helped  of  course 
by  the  Separate  School  and  the  parish 
church,  the  beginnings  of  tfilliaa 
Boach*s  future  priestly  vocation  were 
harf^.ered  out.  It  is  not  sufficiently 
realised  how  oftea  a  vocation  involves 
the  family  pulling  together  to  promote 
it  --^  a  common  moral  effort  in  the  con«> 
viction  that  a  vocation  is  a  blessing 
to  a  family  unto  the  second  and  third 
generations* 

There  was  fuel  in  that  hcMM  for  the  fire 
of  Faith  and  in  the  glow  of  it  William 
(and  his  brother  Thomas)  began  to  feel 
dimly  at  least  the  appeal  of  a  life  of 
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order,  of  justice,  and  of  holiness.  He 
did  not  foresee  what  was  in  store  for 
him;  the  Basillan  Fathers  he  had  never 
iMt*  The  role  he  was  to  play  in  their 
work,  the  esteem  he  was  to  win  in  their 
ranks  —  these  eventualities  would  have 
astonished  hia.  Hor  did  his  faith  need 
such  a  prop.  With  Cardinal  Newaan  he 

could  have  said: 

''The  distant  scene  I  do  not  ask  to  see 
One   step  enough  for  ae*** 

The  f ix*st  step  was  the  move  of  the  faaily 
to  Toronto  so  that  the  boys  aight  attend 
St«  Michael ^s  College  and  the  girl  one 
of  the  convents.  Again  it  was  a  family 
effort.  High  School  and  College  were 
done  at  St.  Miehael^s.  WlUlmi  was  a 
gifted  student.  I  need  not  say  that  he 
was  also  an  athlete.  But  he  was  no 
stranger  to  the  dtapel  either.  That, 
too,  was  a  life-long  habit. 
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He  graduated  with  the  B«A«  of  the  Oni- 
rersity  of  Toronto  in  1896 •  In  the 
graduating  class  of  that  year  was  an 
exceptional  number  of  distinguished 
mtm  -— •  Prime  Minister  Arthur  Meighen, 
J.S»  McLean  of  Canada  Packers,  MalcolM 
Vallace^  Principal  of  University  Col- 
lege, and  in  the  previous  year  Prise 
mnister  Mackenzie  King.  At  the  per- 
iodic gatherings  of  alumni  in  the  last 
twenty  yeazm.  Father  Eoach  always 
attended*  These  men   reverenced  hia 
teeply  and  were  proud  to  own  hia  as  a 
classaate* 

Williaa  ^ach  went  to  St.  Basil •s  Nov- 
itiate in  the  year  of  his  graduation. 
(His  brother  '^hoaas  liad  preceded  hia  by 
one  year).  Theological  studies  were 
done  at  St.  Michael *s  College  iaediately 
after.  In  the  aeantime  the  family  aoved 
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back  to  Brechin,  so  that  when  the  ordin- 
ation of  the  two  brothers  took  place  la 
July  of  1901^  the  first  Masses  were  sxokg 
in  the  old  fsMlly  parish.  I  need  not 
say  that  the  iMpact  of  this  event  on 
that  rural  parish  baffles  description* 
There  was  a  quickening  of  the  Faith  in 
everyone  and  an  intense  spiritual  joy. 
There  was  also,  I  say  say,  a  feeling 
of  satisfaction  that  we  had  scored  one 
on  the  Qrang^iien*  This  was  sosethlng 
they  could  not  aateh« 

Of  the  oany  things  I  alght  say  about 
Father  &oach  as  a  priest  I  shall  mention 
only  a  few.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Basil«» 
ian  authorities  for  graduate  work,  and 
spent  two  years  (1902'*1904)  at  the  Cath-» 
ollc  University  of  America  in  the  study 
of  Philosophy.  His  appointaent  to  the 
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rarious  Houses  then  began*  The  first 
imm  to  Assusption  ^ere  he  sp^it  sanjr 
fruitful  years  At  various  intervals. 
He  g^mi  to  regard  Assufflption  as  his 
oim  Crollege^  and  no  one  was  prouder  of 
its  recent  great  expansion*  He  was 
nai^d  Superior  of  St*  ThcMias  College, 
Ghatha%  New  Brunswick,  in  1911  and 
there  too  he  put  down  rather  deep 
roots.  Ti^en  followed  his  appointment 
as  Superior  of  St.  Basil *s  SMdnary 
(1919-1925)  and  as  a  «e»ber  of  the 
General  Oouncil  (1922«192d).  Then  a 
stretch  of  years  at  St.  Michael *Sy 
then  appointsents  as  pastor  at  Owen 
Sound  (1932-1934)  and  Holy  Ssary 
(1934-1936). 

Tksse  offices  were  marks  of  distinction, 
but  he  did  not  regard  the«  as  such.  He 
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accepted  them  out  of  a  sense  of  duty 
and  fulfilled  them  with  eoa^etence. 
Bat  they  were  not  his  significant  work* 
They  are  not  the  things  he  will  be  re- 
SMiyDered  for*  His  essential  work^  for 
which  all  the  rest  seemed  a  preparation 
was  his  ^nal  nineteen  years  as  con-* 
feasor  at  the  Seminary  and  as  professor 
of  Pastoral  Theology.  During  this  per- 
iod he  also  s erred  as  Chaplain  to  the 
Mother  House  of  the  St*  Joseph  Sisters^ 
following  the  distinguished  tradition 
of  Fathers  Frachon  and  MeBrady* 

It  was  in  the  Seminary  that  his  life 
of  order,  and  justice,  and  holiness, 
orerXald  hitherto  by  administratiTe 
dtudies,  but  never  abandoned  •—  it  was 
in  the  Sodlnary  that  this  life  eame  to 
the  fore  again  and  influenced  the  lives 
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of  others  •  It  was  a  delight  for  hJji 
to  be  with  the  younger  s«Bbers  of  the 
Congregation*  He  understood  the«^  and 
thqr  understood  him*  He  loved  the 
^umB&er  Gamp   at  Strawberry  Island ^  which 
he  had  founded  in  the  early  twenties 
when  he  was  in  charge  at  the  SettLnary* 
There  he  seemed  to  recapture  the  spirit 
of  his  younger  days^  which  were  in  fact 
spent  in  that  area*  In  the  thirty- 
eight  s^^uoers  of  its  history^  it  is  oa 
record  tha4.  he  missed  only  one*  That 
was  the  summer  of  I960*  It  was  a  si^pi 
that  the  end  was  not  far  off* 

The  end  came  on  February  12,  1961*  He 
was  almost  sixty  years  a  priest  and  so 
eontinuously  active  that  his  full  bio- 
graphy  would  be  al8K)st  the  entire 
history  of  the  Basilians  during  that 
span  of  years*  Sur^y  he  has  more  than 


»-Si 
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earned  the  support  of  out  prayers  to 
speed  hioa  to  his  final  resting  place 
in  the  boeoffi  of  God* 


(Transcribed  fro«  the  preacher •s  Banm«» 
script*  Sex*»on  preached  by  Father  E*J* 
MeCorkellf  then  President  of  the  Pon-  - 
tifical  Institute  of  '*ediaeval  Studies^ 
in  St«  Basil's  Church.  Toronto,  at 
Father  Roaches  Funeral  ^lass,  1961) 
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Eminent  Chancellor,  I  present  to  you 
the  leader  of  ^oman  Catholic  education 
in  Canada* 

As  professor  and  Superior  of  St.  Mleli^ 
ael^s  College I  Father  Carr  took  the  XmaA 
In  making  a  reality  of  what  had  prev^ 
iously  been  only  a  dream,  a  real  func- 
tioning federation  of  the  Arts  colleges 
of  Toronto  University^  and  thereby  es- 
tablished a  pattern  which  has  been 
widely  copied  elsewhere*  As  Superior 
General  of  the  Basilian  Fathers  he  built 
«i>^  both  in  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
a  group  of  widely  scattered  colleges 
characterized  by  the  highest  academic 
standairds  and  educational  ideals«  As 
organizer  and  President  of  the  Institute 
of  Msdtaeral  Studies  he  gave  our  country 
one  of  its  most  outstanding  institutions 
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for  research  in  the  humanities,  and 
brought  to  Canada  such  scholars  as  Sir 
Bertram  Windle,  Etienne  Gilson,  and 
Jacques  Maritain^  As  founder  and  Prin- 
cipal of  our  own  St«  ^homas  More  College 
ke  demonstrated  in  aasterly  fashion  the 
ideal  relations  whidi  should  exist  be« 
tifeen  a  Catholic  College  and  a  State 
University  • 

During  all  these  and  other  activities 
htm   qualities  of  heart  made  hin  tte 
centre  of  an  immense  circle  of  d^roted 
friends  and  pupils. 

bdaent  Chancellor,  on  behalf  of  the 
Senate  of  the  Ihiiversity,  I  ask  you  to 
confer  on  Father  Henry  Carr  the  degr^ 
of  Doctor  of  Laws,  honoris  causa. 


(Transcrtbed  from  the  copy  in  the  General 
Archives.  This  citation  was  read  by  W.P. 
Thettpson,  May  1952,  when  presenting  Father 
Carr.  Dr.  Thompson  was  President  of  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan) 


t'.O^ttl!'- 
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laur  £xc6llencieSy  Father  Carr^  Mr* 
Chairman,  Reverend  Fathers,  and 
Gentlert^n: 


It  is  an  alaost  impossible  task  which 
you  have  asked  me  to  discharge  this 
evening  in  talking  about  Father  Carr 
and  doing  so  against  the  background  of 
his  work  here  and  elsewhere*  Father 
Carr^  to  those  who  have  knovm  him  for 
many  years^  escapes  description*  He 
singly  defies  the  normal  adjectival 
process*  Father  Carr  is  here  this  even- 
lag  looking  firesh  after  a  very^  very 
strenuous  and  tiying  year  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  British  Columbia^  looking, 
as  osualy  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
younger  than  records  say  that  he  must 
be^  and,  of  course,  we  ^u3kd  not  quea^i* 
tioa  a  baptismal  certificate  in  this 
ease*  On  Friday  morning  he  will  be 
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pr<isented  for  an  honorary  degree  by  the 
President  of  the  University^  a  close 
personal  friend  of  his,  who  is  not  pre- 
senting anyone  else  on  this  occasion 
for  a  degree •  I  happen  to  have  seen 
the  citation  v/hich  he  will  read  in  pre- 
senting Father  Carr  to  the  Chancellor 
oX  the  University  for  this  de^ee*  And 
the  terms  which  it  uses  are  very  striking 
and  I  think  on  this  privileged  occasion 
Z  nay  disclose  to  you  what  they  are* 
Tl^  words  are,  '^Mr.  Chancellor^  I  pre- 
sent to  you  the  leader  of  Eofflan  Catholic 
education  in  Canada •"  That  is  vdiy  you 
and  I  are  here  tonight*  That  is  why  In 
Mf  experience  in  recent  years  at  the 
University  no  suggestion  for  an  honorary 
degree  was  seized  upon  more  proaiptly  and 
weleoimi  aore  sincerely  thant  the  pro- 
posal some  weeks  ago  that  Father  Carr 
receive  this  degree* 
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I  irf^t  trespass  on  your  patience  by 
saying  a  little  bit  about  his  early 
career  and  his  vrork  here  by  way  of  ex- 
plaining these  facts*  Father  Carr 
bsgan^  as  all  people  should,  by  speci- 
alizing in  Latin  and  Greek*  ^y  of  you 
who  have  been  slightly  disappointed  up 
to  this  point  in  your  careers  can ascribe 
possibly  enty  deficiencies  to  a  failure 
in  that  regard •  Father  Carr  made  no 
such  mistake,  graduating  vdth  honours 
In  Classics  from  the  University  of  Tor- 
onto almost  fifty  years  ago*  He  then 
spent  almost  the  next  forty  years  in 
Toronto  before  he  came  to  Saskatoon  as 
the  Principal  of  this  College.  It  is 
of  interest  to  record,  at  least  in  brief 
review,  what  he  was  doing  during  those 
forty  years  after  he  finished  his  arts 
degree  at  Toronto  and  was  ordained  In 


I^ddy  —  FATHER  HENRY  CiUflR        dl 

that  city.  The  first  fifteen  years 
were  spent  in  such  a  way  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  t^^i  the  University  of 
■^oronto  gave  him  an  honorary  degree  for 
his  great  services  to  that  University* 
Ve  are  just  catching  up  with  Toronto, 
in  fact  thirty  years  after  the  event. 
Father  Carr  received  an  honorary  degree 
frcHi  ^oronto  when  he  was  scarcely  forty 
years  of  age^  which  must  have  been  a 
unique  achieveaent*  And  the  reason  for 
it  was  that  in  the  early  years  after 
his  ordination  he  had  thrown  himself 
heart  and  soul  into  making  the  relation 
between  St*  Michael^s  and  the  University 
a  really  vigorous  and  vital  one*  In 
fact  it  has  been  said  that  he^  as  snich 
as  anyone,  even  more  than  anyone^  has  a 
large  share  of  credit  for  making  the 
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federatioa  at  "^Coronto  of  the  varioiis 
affiliated  colleges  a  real  things 

Dtiring  the  twenties  be  nas  interested 
in  cthe  establishment  of  the  Mediaeval 
Institute  at  '^loronto  and  in  preparing 
his  young  associates  for  it«  |here 
are  aany  eaceellent  Catholic  educational 
institutions  on  the  continent;  there  is 
only  one  Mediaeval  Institute^  the  Pon- 
tifical Institute,  as  it  is  now  more 
properly  called,  in  Toronto.  Looking 
back  on  its  beginning  twenty  years 
later,  and  not,  of  course,  connected 
with  it  first«*hand,  I  am  astonished  at 
the  amotint  of  work  and  foresight  which 
Must  have  been  involved  in  pro8K>ting 
the  establishment  of  a  first  class, 
scholarly  institution,  fUlly  provide 

with  a  library,  with  other  equipment, 
with  manuscripts,  and  with  a  teaching 
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staff  that  could  stand  up  in  the  matter 
of  training  and  qualifications  to  any 
other  on  the  continent  or  in  the  world* 
^he  amount  of  wox4c  which  Father  Carr 
must  have  put  into  that  staggers  the 
imagination.  Brilliant  young  men, 
shortly  after  their  ordination^  were 
detailed  for  special  studies*  He  is  a 
first  rate  picker  of  scholars,  and  no 
less  than  three  of  these  men  are  today 
»eaa»ers  of  the  ^yal  *^ociety  of  Canada, 
which  is  the  highest  honour  a  research 
scholar  in  Canada  can  secure*  And  the 
institution  has  gone  on  to  a  very  special 
place  in  the  Canadian  educational  \^rld* 
It  is  no  accident  that  the  Kassey  Report, 
for  example,  which  gives  little  space  to 
other  institutions  dealing  with  the 
hixmanities  In  higher  learning^  finds 
time,  on  several  occasions,  to  refer  to 
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this  particular  Institute  as  a  oodel 
for  the  sort  of  thing  that  can  be  done 
on  behalf  of  scholarship  in  Philosophy. 

Father  Carr  (to  fill  in  the  details 
which  you  could  guess)  has  been  the 
Superior  of  St.  Michael's  College, 
President  of  the  Institute  and  Superior 
General  of  the  ^rder^  and  then  crowned 
his  career  by  beooadng  Principal  of  St. 
Thomas  More  College.  After  he  had 
safely  and  well  discharged  the  duties 
of  Superior  Generally  it  was  thought 
safe  to  permit  hia  to  become  our  Prin«* 
cipal.  And  he  spent  seven  years  here 
which  were  very  happy  for  us  and  I  think 
they  were  very  happy  for  him.  I  have 
often  thought  it  must  have  been  rather 
a  shock  for  a  man  of  mature  years,  who 
had  spent,  as  I  said,  some  forty  j^ars 
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in  the  eoBffionity  at  Toronto  as  it  grew 
steadily,  to  leave  all  that  behind  hia 
and  come  to  a  nmip   saiall  institution 
in  totally  different  circuastances*  If 
it  vias  a  schook  or  a  surprise  or  a 
transition.  Father  Carr  never  shov/ed 
it.  In  fact  he  was  thoroughly  at  hoae 
within  a  very  shoirt  time  in  Saskatoon^ 
and,  I  believe^  was  sending  message* 
to  his  friends  back  east  telling  them 
ateut  life  in  Saskatoon,  and  that  they 
were  missing.  During  his  seven  years 
here  he  steadily  increased  the  fine 
relations  which  had  already  heeaa.   estab- 
lished by  his  two  predecessors  as  Priii* 
eipal  between  this  college  and  the 
university. 

What  is  the  secret  of  Father  Cairr^s 
approach  to  the  problems  of  Catholic 
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education  at  the  tmiversity  level  in 
Canada  today?  I  mustn't  presume  to 
^^•ak  for  him  but  it  seiu&s  to  ae  that 
itb»n  he  approaches  the  gates  of  St* 
Peter  with  the  proper  admixture  of 
kHBility  and  confidence  the  great  aerk 
to  his  credit  will  be  that  in  a  situ- 
ation of  complexity 9  of  some  dangers 
if  you  like^  and  of  great  opportunity^ 
he  struck  out  what  was  not  really  a 
sev  line 9  not  really  an  original  line, 
buty  as  it  happened,  a  unique  line  in 
flewndian  Catholic  education*  And  hm 
encouraged  his  brethren,  when  he  was 
in  authority  over  them,  or  when  he  was 
simply  in  a  fraternal  relationship  to 
them,  to  press  foarward  and  secure  the 
highest  possible  academic  achievements 
for  themselves  and  for  their  institution. 
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As  a  result,  as  the  years  have  moved 
along,  there  is  no  Catholic  group  to- 
day  in  Canada  sore  respected  by  the 
secular  universities  than  the  Basillan 
Fathers  of  Toronto,  ^hey  know  tlriat 
they  can  meet  thea  on  even  terms  and 
with  even  qualifications*  More  partie«» 
ularly  I  think  Father  Carr  is  one  of 
those  people  who  recognize  that  in 
education  in  tJie  twentieth  century  we 
kave  seen  sruprisingly  swift  changes 
and  that  while  we  hold  to  our  principles 
we  must  keep  a  very  sharp  eye  upon  the 
inevitable  adaptations  which  we  have 
to  fflake  in  particular  situations* 

Vhsn  ws  formed  the  Nswaan  ^lub  twenty- 
five  years  ago  you  could  put  all  the 
students  who  were  known  to  be  Catholics 
in  the  front  parlour  upstairs  (and  it 
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was  ^e  same  sise  then  as  it  is  now}* 
The  University  is  not  today  very  mudb 
larger*  We  were  running  aroimd  IdOO 
or  so  in  those  days^  arotind  2200  now, 
but  the  percentage  of  Catholics,  around 
three  percent  then,  has  reached  fifteen 
or  sixteen  today  of  the  student  body» 
And  you  couldn't  get  all  the  Catholic 
students  at  the  University  into  this 
coBEnon  room  today*  The  reason  why  an 
institution  like  St.   'i'hoAas  More,  under 
Father  Carr*s  inspiration,  has  so  big 
a  part  to  play  is  that,  fifty  years  ago, 
a  yovm^  aan  thought  of  ^ucation  in 
terms  of  what  we  would  call  an  arts 
degree  or  an  arts  college*  Unfortunately, 
he  doesn't  think  that  wya  necessarily 
today*  *'he  majority  of  students  who 
come  to  the  University  do  not  come  t^ 
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take  a  basic  arts  course*  One*third 
of  the  students  who  graduate  this  year 
be  students  In  Arta  and  Science  and 
two-thirds  will  be  in  professional 
colleges*  And  that  fact  has  posed  the 
fiiost  awkward  and  difficult  single  prob- 
lea  uritiich  Catholic  education  faces  in 
tha  twentieth  century*  In  a  Province 
like  Saskatchewan  what  do  you  do  for 
the  young  sum  v/ho  want  to  be  doctors, 
lawyers,  phamnacists,  engineers,  ac«- 
countatns,  and  so  forth? 

There  are  many  places  in  Canada  where 
«•  can  establish  an  excellent  Catholic 
college  and  give  an  arts  degree*  But 
I  vulture  to  suggest  that  outside  the 
Province  of  Quebec  there  is  no  place 
in  Canada  where  we  can  establish  a 
Catholic  University,  in  the  full  secular 
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sense  of  the  ^iord*  At  least  not  vithont 
very  serious  limitations  as  to  profes- 
sional work»  Fifty  years  ago  a  laan 
could  become  a  lawyer  by  taking  soa» 
preliminary  education  and  working  in 
t^e  office  of  a  lawyer*  He  could  ev«a 
in  some  parts  of  Canada  be  in  attendance 
upon  a  doctor  for  a  cez*tain  number  of 
years  and  then  become  a  doctor*  That 
day  is  now  past*  ^he  entrance  to  pro- 
fessional position  in  Canada  today  is 
in  and  through  universities^  What  I 
admire  about  Father  Carr  and  his  breth- 
ren is  that,  having  perceived  that  fact, 
they  proceeded  to  meet  the  problem  on 
sound  practical  terse*  An  institution 
like  St*  ^^homas  More  goes  as  far,  I 
think,  as  the  Catholic  community  in  e 
Frovince  like  Saskatchewan  can  expect 
to  on  a  sound  financial  basis*  Our  biadget 
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at  the  University  this  year  was  over 
two  and  a  half  million  dollars.  That^s 
ifliat  it  takes  to  run  a  university  nowa-* 
days  for  oi^  year«  Ho  one  will  suggest 
that  the  Catholic  coffimunity  is  in  a 
position  to  compete  with  that  sort  of 
expenditure  or  equipment •  And  yet  we 
have  to  do  scMiethlng  to  keep  level  with 
the  young  oen  who  are  coming  here^  some- 
tiaes,  true^  after  a  good  arts  education 
at  Catholic  institutions^  but  generally 
not.  ^hey  are  coning  here  for  their 
professional  work  and  they  want  to  meet 
and  talk  to  priests  who  are  educated, 
who  understand  their  probl«s^  and  can 
deal  with  it  on  terms  the  equivalent  of 
anyone  else  in  the  University*  It  is 
the  great  accomplishment  of  Father  Oarr 
and  his  associates  that  they  are  supply* 


Leddy  —  FATHER  HENEY  CARR        92 

lUig  that  here^  and   doing  it  under  coiw 
•iddrable  material  restriction  and  in«» 
convenience*  "^oaie  of  you  who  came 
ai^ftg  passed  a  "vbtj   large  stone  strue* 
ture  well  down  the  street^  St«  Andrew^ s 
College  ♦  As  you  came  along  you  passed 
another  very  large  one»  Ejauaanuel  College* 
And  then  you  came  here*  Well^  these 
rooms  in  this  house  have  to  serve,  in 
one  form  or  another^  at  the  present  time, 
smMiitere  around  four  hundred  students^ 
a  far  larger  nimber  than  these  other 
institutions  to  which  I  have  referred. 
And  the  time  is  surely  fast  approaching 
i^aa  the  great  efforts  of  Father  Carr 
and  the  Basilians  should  be  matched  by 
•(MM  sort  of  recognition  on  the  part  of 
the  Catholics  of  SaskatacheMran*  Surely 
there  is  one  place  where  we  ought  to 
have  a  structure  vdiich^  by  its  very 


Leudy  —  FATHER  HENRI  CARE        93 

appearance,  is  an  Indication  of  whair« 
thB   Catholic  ^hut^ch  3ta»ils  and  has  al«> 
irays  stood  an   the  educational  q\ie£ti<»i^ 
right  at  the  University  itself.  It  ia 
no  secret  that  from  time  to  time  people 
have  rather  arched  their  eyebrows  and 
Homered  why  we  iiave  not  been  able  to 
do  more  for  3t«  ^hcM^s  More  thant  this 
preaent  wooden  building*  ^tere  are 
▼arioud  reasons  for  that,  "i'hey  need 
not  now,  I  thlnk^  for  long  continue* 
Vkere  so  much  has  been  done,  and  so 
brilliantly  done,  in  the  preliminary 
work,  by  people  like  Father  Carr,  the 
eondusion  which  is  ever  growing  larger 
in  front  of  us,  particularly  laymen,  is 
that  we  must  i^w  respond  in  soaie  way 
appropriate  to  that  sacrifice  on  their 
part* 

I  believe  something  oay  be  said  later 
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on  this  •Teniag  about  eueh  a  poaslbil* 
it7«  X  ought  not  to  trespass  on  what 
others  m&y   hare  to  say  there,  but  I  do 
feel  like  introducing  it  at  least  for 
a  ooment  by  way  of  saying  that  when 
you  have  received  as  you  have  here  the 
services  and  the  leadership  of  someone 
like  Father  Carr,  there  is  some  kind 
of  gratitude  ndiich  we  as  Catholica,  and 
the  Catholic  community,  ought  to  give 
in  retuna* 

On  Friday  we  are  having  Convocation* 
^here  are,  I  think  ei^t  prizes  to  be 
giv«i  to  the  most  distinguished  student 
in  each  of  the  colleges ♦  Two  of  those 
students  this  year  are  Catholic ♦  I 
believe  that  four  out  of  fourteen  arts 
degrees  secured  with  distinction  are 
going  to  students  of  3t*  Thomas  More 
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College.  And,  on  top  of  that,  the 
tte4al  to  the  best  student  of  the  entire 
graduating  year  is  @diQg  to  a  Gatholie 
student  who  was  well  and  favorably 
knmitn  i^und  this  college  as  well,  al«» 
though  he  was  froa  another,  professional, 
college*  How  that's  the  sort  of  use 
which  our  young  Catholic  students  are 
aakixig  of  these  quarters,  limited  as 
they  are.  It's  a  pledge,  I  think,  of 
the  use  which  they  would  make  of  even 
finer  quarters* 

Father  Carr  perhaps  saw  these  possibil*- 
ities  and  dreamed  about  then*  If  so, 
he  was  further  ahead  than  some  of  the 
rest  of  us,  but  we  should  now  become 
increasingly  aware  of  the  fact  that  no« 
where  outside  Toronto  in  English-speak-- 
ing  Canada  is  there  a  neater,  nK>re 


:M»S:^% 


Laddy  —  FATHER  HENRY  GARR         96 

effective  solution  of  the  problem  of 
Catholic  participation  in  higher  edu- 
cation than  we  have  right  here  in  St# 
I^hofflas  Itore  College*  I  think  that  at 
one  time  or  another  I  have  visited  all 
the  Canadian  Universities  but  I  knov 
of  none  in  which^  as  I  have  said^  our 
interest  is  more  carefully  considered, 
&nd   BKire  effectively  guarded^  than  it 
is  here*  And,  at  the  seme   time,  I  know 
of  none  In  Canada  (and  I  here  Include 
Toronto  if  Father  Carr  will  forgive  me) 
where  the  result  has  been  store  good 
win  towards  Catholic  education  than 
Is  the  case  right  here  in  Saskatoon » 
It  is  a  great  achievement  and,  although 
there  ars  aany  factors  in  it,  many 
people  who  have  a  share  in  the  credit, 
no  one  has  as  large  a  share  as  Father 
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Garr,  and  this  evening  «^  honour  him 
and  w0  thank  lyLm  for  it* 


(Transcribed  from  the  copy  in  the 

Generctl  arciiives»  Dr*   iieddy,  then 
Professor  of  Classics  at  the  Univer^ 

sity  of  Saskatchewan  gave  this  address 
at  a  testimonial  dimier  tendered  Father 
Garr  on  the  occasion  of  his  honorary 
degree  froM  the  University  of  Saskat- 
ehewan.  May  1952.  At  the  conclusion 
of  tlie  dinner  an  inxtiai  BuilJing  ^\md 
Committee  was  set  up  to  secure  funds 
£oi*  a  new  St.  ^homas  More  College 
building) 


Kelly  -—  FAIHER  BLAKE  COLL        98 


*I  am  ever  close  to  thee  and  thou  dost 
held  me  by  my  right  hand*  ^hine  to 
ImA  ne  in  a  way  of  thy  own  choosing; 
thine  to  welcome  me  into  glory  at  last. 
What  else  does  heaven  hold  for  me  but 
thyself?  Whafe  pleasure  should  1  find 
in  all  thy  gifts  on  earth?  This  frame, 
this  earthly  being  of  mine  must  come 
to  an  end;  still  God  will  comfort  «y 
heart;  God  will  be*  eternally,  ay 
inheritance*  (Psaija  72) 


IiftSt  Monday  morning  at  five  o*  clock, 
death  came  to  Father  Blake  Coll*  A 
short  three  weeks  befoz^  he  seemed  in 
good  health  and  at  the  beginning  of  a 
Siir  and  important  phase  of  his  priestly 
and  religious  life*  He  was  possessed 
of  the  maturity  and  experience  vfhich 
had  prompted  the  delegates  to  the  O^n^ 
eral  Chapter  of  the  Basilian  Fathers  to 
elect  him  a  general  councillor  of  the 
entire  Community*  He  had  lived  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  his  priestly  life 
in  Western  Canada  in  the  ^iocese  of 
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Calgary  where  he  was  well  knovm  and 
highly  regarded.  The  final  six  years 
there  he  had  been  the  Superior  of  the 
r^igious  house  and  the  Principal  of 
St*  I4ary*8  School «  Both  Canon  Law  and 
CiHnwunity  ctistoia  directed  his  move  to 
another  I^iocese  and   another  school* 
Before  he  could  take  up  his  new  post^ 
Divine  Providence  seemed  to  coimtermand 
the  obedience  issued  to  him  by  the  then 
Superior  General.  He  was  to  have  a  nmt 
post  as  an  elected  leader  in  all  of  his 
Coiiiaiunity's  work.  Scarcely  had  he  re* 
ported  for  his  new  work  when  he  became 
the  victim  of  a  rare  malady,  a  pralysis 
so  infreuqently  met  with  that  in  the 
last  forty  years  it  has  been  met  with 
only  t*ice  at  St.  Joseph* s  Hospital. 
He  had  gone  from  vigour  to  total  in-* 
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capacity  in  a  matter  of  hours*  He  had 
the  unstinted  and  devoted  care  of  a 
team  of  highly  trained  and  expert  doe<* 
tors  and  nurses  who  fought  for  his  life 
with  great  skill  twenty-four  hours  a 
day  for  eighteen  long  days.  Countless 
prayers  ascended  to  God  on  his  behalf 
•▼•ry  hour  of  the  day*  He  was  constantly 
attended  by  a  priest  confrere*  Despite 
it  all  he  died,  a  comparatively  young 
aan^  blessed  at  least  with  the  last  3aera< 
aents  of  the  ^hurch^  a  privilege  so 
frequently  denied  to  priests* 

God^  as  the  Psalmist  says,  was  leading 
him  In  a  way  of  His  own  choosing*  ^hls 
firase,  this  earthly  being  of  his^  had 
eofte  to  an  end*  He  died  in  a  city  where 
1m  is  a  comparative  stranger  since  ten 
of  the  years  he  spent  here  were  in  the 
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Novitiate  and  the  Seminary.  He  was  a 
fflan  devoted  to  the  mission  assigned  to 
him  by  his  superiors;  he  worked  hard 
and  long  at  home*  To  the  great  major- 
ity of  his  yoxinger  confreres  he  was 
known  ohly  by  name,  but  a  name  highly 
regarded  •  To  our  human  way  of  thinking, 
he  dies  at  a  time  when  priests  of  his 
wide  experience  and  vigour  seem  indis- 
pensable* We  are  stunned  by  his  passing; 
we  lament  his  loss;  we  know  that  his  re-» 
placement  will  be  difficult  to  find.  But 
i£  was  the  Will  of  God.  "The  Lord  has 
given,  the  Lorti  has  takmi  away*  Blessed 
be  the  name  of  the  Lord*" 

The  ways  of  God  are  strange  indeed* 
Every  Bishop  and  every  religious  super- 
ior is  marshalling  and  directing  forces 
that  they  know  are  spread  thin*  Priests 
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aire  desperately  scarce*  Sudden  death 
thins  the  ranks  still  more.  Even  to 
priests  who  are  trained  to  prepare  both 
themselves  and  others  for  death,  these 
deaths  come  as  shocks*  We  can  do  noth- 
ing for  Father  Coll  this  morning  by 
eulogising  him.  Perhaps  his  death  is 
intended  by  God  to  give  us  here  present 
a  new  and  fresh  lesson  in  the  meaning 
of  life.  A  priest's  death,  especially 
of  one  very  actively  engaged  in  the 
apostolate,  cannot  help  but  bring  us 
more  face  to  face  with  the  reality  of 
God  and  of  His  Christ* 

Svsry  week  the  priest,  as  he  reads  the 
Psalter^  recites  the  words^  "What  else 
does  heaven  hold  for  ae  by  Thyself? 
What  pleasure  should  I  find  in  all  thy 
sifts  on  earth?  Crod  will  coafort  my 
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heart;  God  will  be,  eternally,  siy  In- 
heritance •"  A  priest  is  a  man  who 
seeks  God  and  is  used  by  God  as  an 
instrument  that  others  might  seek  Him* 
That  is  his  existence;  it  is  that  life 
to  which  he  cooraits  himself  by  his  or«- 
dination^  He  is  not  ordained  to  lead  a 
life  apart  from  but  in  the  very  thick 
of  the  world ♦s  tragedy,  the  interior 
spiritual  conflict  which  is  waged  con- 
tinually around  us  for  the  souls  of 
men;  the  battle  between  the  forces  of 
Christ  and  His  enemies.  More  impoi^tant 
than  anything  else  that  goes  on  in  the 
course  of  the  world's  history  and  under- 
lying everything  else  is  that  battle. 
The  *^on  of  God  became  man  to  enter  the 
lists  as  a  man.  He  is  the  supreme  cap«» 
tain  in  ^od^s  army  and  until  time  is 
finished  He  will  wage  that  battle  and. 
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to  a  vejry  great  degree,  through  riis 
priests^  i'he  priest's  life  has  no 
other  meaning  apart  from  liib  dedication 
to  that  struggle*  Whether  he  is  absol- 
ving sinners,  preaching,  doing  social 
work,  organizing  athletics,  teaching, 
he  is  always  fighting  the  battle  of 
Chirist,  whieh  is  epitomised  for  him 
every  day  at  the  altar* 

Father  Ck>ll  was  in  that  array  as  a 
dedicated  lieutenant,  dedicated  to 
Jesus  Christ*  I  am  proud  to  be  able 
to  say  for  his  Community  this  morning 
that  in  his  own  quiet  way  he  never 
wavered,  he  never  sought  escape,  he 
never  attempted  flight*  He  had  to 
abandon  a  great  many  things;  but  anyone 
who  takes  Christ  seriously  will  soon 
learn  that  he  must  abandon  all  else* 


Kelly  —  FATHER  BLAKE  OOLL        105 

But  there  is  a  reward  both  hare  below 
and  eternally  in  heaven.  Christ  gives 
Himself  to  siich  a  person  and  what  is 
abandoned  is  as  nothing  in  comparison 
to  the  gain,  ^-erything  else  in  the 
world  but  Christ  is  trivial.  He  today 
knows  better  than  vre  that  what  we  sup* 
posedly  lose  is  nothing  to  what  we  gain* 

Today  as  we  couffiiit  Father  Coll*s  mortal 
rMiains  to  tl^  earth,  we  cannot  but  be 
aware  that  we  have  here  no  lasting  city# 
As  St.  Paul  said,  **While  on  earth,  we 
are  exiled  from  the  Lord."  At  best  our 
life  is  but  a  journey;  we  can  never 
settle  in  this  world.  Father  Coil's 
journey,  the  period  of  his  exile,  is 
ov8r# 

I  asked  a  confere  who  has  spent  the  last 
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nineteen  years  with  Father  Coll  what 
he  considered  his  most  predominant 
eharacteristic •  His  reply  confirmed 
mf  omn   judgnant.  He  said  that  it  was 
his  understanding  and  his  patience* 
The  faithful  expect  this  of  their  priests 
and  I  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  they 
have  a  right  to  expect  it.  In  the  midst 
of  our  grief  and  sorrow  it  Is  consoling 
to  rMtember  that  Father  Coll  possessed 
to  such  a  high  degree  these  priestly 
characteristics.  He  was  always  arare, 
through  some  trying  years  and  taxing 
Jobs,  that  a  priest's  follov/ing  of  Christ 
always  s^ans  the  bearing  of  a  larger 
share  of  men*s  troubles.  He  understood 
and  was  patient,  as  Christ  understood 
and  was  patient.  He  was  forgiving  m^ 
gracious  to  others  and  we  are  confident 
that  God  will  forgive  him  his  own 
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faults  and  shortcomings. 

k   priest  by  his  very  calling  stands  for 
the  value  and  worth  of  the  unseen  world* 
What  we  see  lasts  but  for  a  i^raent; 
what  is  unseen  is  eternal*  The  constant 
theflie  of  Christ's  teaching  is  that  we 
«ust  realize  that  o\ir  mortality  must  be 
SMallowed  up  in  life*  St*  Ignatius  of 
Antiochy  on  his  way  to  aartyrdos^ 
begged  the  Roaans  not  to  save  him  from 
death  whereby,  he  said,  **!  shall  be  a 
maxt*^     Today  vdien  the  world  seems  mad 
in  the  purwiit  of  that  which  is  perish- 
able ^  Bay  the  death  of  this  gentle 
priest  remind  us  that  to  really  be  a  man 
seans  a  consecration  to  the  things  which 
are  not  seen;  that  earthly  existence  is 
a  sorry  limitation  of  our  lives  and  that 
the  flesh  and  its  burdens  are  obstacles 
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in  the  way  of  the  transformation  of 
the  life-giving  Spirit. 

Mqr  I  suggest,  finally,  that  every 
follower  of  ^hrist  loiist  offer  to  God, 
as  Christ  did,  his  very  life  in  death* 
Christ's  death  opened  the  way  to  His 
ftMurr action*  We  live  to  participate 
in  the  death  and  resiirrection  of  Christ, 
''^his  is  a  aystery  which  must  be  enacted 
in  Christ's  Mystical  Body  and  in  each 
of  its  aenbers.  We  moat   couple  death 
and  life  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  oust  die 
vlth  Ria;  we  rise  with  Him.   We  died  and 
rose  with  Rim  in  our  baptisa*  We  imxst 
carry  on  this  mystery  daily  in  our  lives 
Christ's  death  and  resurrection  oust  be 
culminated  and  fulfilled  in  us*  Again 
and  finally  i4ien  our  life  on  earth  is 
over  and  we  eoffle  through  death  to  the 
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resurrection  from  the  dead  —  when 
this  is  done  we  will  have  fulfilled 
in  our  CMTt   persons  the  realization  of 
the  Psalmist's  words »  «God  will  be, 
eternally  my  inheritance •'• 

Father  Coll  lived  for  Gk>d«  May  the 
God  of  all  goodness  grant  hia  eternal 
rest  in  Himself* 


C^ranscribed  from  the  preacher's  manu- 
script* Sermon  preached  by  Father  J*M* 
Kelly^  then  President  of  the  University 
of  St«  Michael's  College,  at  the  Funeral 
of  Father  Coll  in  St.  Basil's  Church, 
Toronto,  on  August  31»  1961 •) 


'm0^ 
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**lfateh  ye  therefore,  because  you  know 
BOt  the  day  nor  the  hour^**  Matt*  25,13 

These  are  the  closing  words  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  the  Mass  which  Father  Kelly  said 
on  the  morning  before  he  died.  We  have 
0Tery  hope  and  certainty  that  he  was 
ready  when  his  Bridegroom  called  him, 
but  it  brings  home  to  us  all  how  true 
are  the  words  of  Our  Divine  Master • 

God  does  not  necessarily  judge  the 
success  of  man^s  life  in  the  doing  of 
great  things  as  measured  by  the  world *s 
standards,  although  Father  Kelly  did 
his  share  of  great  things.  It  is  the 
doing  of  %d»s  Will  that  gives  great- 
ness, that  produces  spiritual  success 
and  achievement*  ^'he  priest,  above  all 
others,  must  imitate  his  Master,  the 
Eternal  Priest,  Who  sought  nothing  else 


..    :jm^. 
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than  to  do  the  Will  of  His  Father.  It 
is  in  the  acceptance  of  those  daily 
tasks  assigned  for  us  by  God  that  our 
souls  are  formed  in  the  image  of  Christ. 
An  essential  element  in  the  forging  of 
that  perfection  is  the  development  of 
the  virtue  of  Charity.  For  it  is  in 
the  fire  of  love  that  self  dissolves. 
Ve  must  die  to  live. 

It  is  the  law  of  nature  and  grace  that 
a  higher  life  is  purchased  only  by  dying 
to  a  lower  one.  If  the  sunshine  and 
rain  and  the  chemicals  of  the  earth  are 
ever  to  enjoy  commtmion  with  plant  life, 
they  must  surrender  their  form  of  exis-> 
temce  in  the  lower  order.  If  the  grass 
of  the  field  is  to  enjoy  communion  with 
the  life  of  the  animal,  it  must  be 
ground  in  the  jaws  of  death.  If  the 
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great  expanse  of  living  things  are  ever 
to  enjoy  communion  with  a  higher  life 
of  nan,  they  too,  nust  pkSB  through  the 
Calvary  of  death* 

In  like  manner,  if  a  Ban  is  ever  to 
enter  into  the  higher  life  of  Christ, 
and  man  has  no  right  to  say  that  there 
is  no  higher  life  than  his  own,  he  must 
die  to  the  lower  life  of  the  flesh. 
Christ  emphasized  this  in  language  which 
we  rarely  hear  in  these  milk  and  water 
Christianities  of  our  day.  Hear  ye  Him: 


''Amen,  Amen,  I  say  unto  you,  unless  the 
grain  of  wheat  falling  into  the  ground 
die,  itself  remaineth  alone.  Bat,  if 
it  die,  it  %dLll  bring  forth  much  fruit. ^ 

**If  any  man  will  con»  after  Me,  let  hiji 
deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross 
daily  and  follow  Me.'* 

••The  kingdom  of  Heaven  suffereth  viol- 
ence, and  the  violent  bear  it  away.** 
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*For  whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall 
lose  it;  bat  whosoever  shall  lose  his 
life  for  My  sake,  shall  save  it.** 

Father  Kelly  well  knew  that  the  law  of 
Calvary  is  the  law  of  every  Christian^ 
and  in  a  special  way  the  law  of  every 
priest;  that  tmless  there  is  the  Cross 
there  will  never  be  the  Resurrection; 
unless  there  is  the  defeat  of  Calvary 
there  will  never  be  the  victory  of 
Baet«r;  unless  one  has  struggled  and 
overcome,  he  shall  never  be  crowned. 

Father  Charles  Kelly  was  no  reed  shaken 
by  the  wind,  but  a  sturdy  cedar  of  Leb«» 
maxmrn  His  sole  wish  was  to  spend  an4 
be  spent  for  Chsrist*  To  the  world  this 
mmmm  like  defeat;  in  reality  it  is  the 
soul^s  finest  victory* 

Love  is  the  soul  of  sacrifice  and  this 
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charity  was  instilled  into  Father  Kellj 
by  his  good  Christian  parents  in  a 
triily  wholesome  environment •  Had  Father 
Kelly  been  the  greatest  man  in  the  world, 
his  most  precious  possession  would  be 
his  priesthood*  Were  he  the  aoet  obs- 
cixre,  he  would  still  be  a  priest  of  God» 
HoweTer,  in  no  s^nse  was  he  an  obscure 
man^   as  even  a  brief  sketch  of  his  life 
will  show: 

—  bom  in  Athlone,  Ontario,  63  years 
ago,  that  section  of  the  Archdiocese  of 
Toronto  which  has  given  so  many  of  its 
eons  3nd  daughters  to  the  priesthood  and 
the  religious  life* 

«-«-  early  schooling  there,  thence  to 
St.  Michael's  College  School. 

*--»*  novitiate  and  first  professicm 
in  1919* 

"•^    philosophy,  theology,  ordained 
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on  December  19»  1926# 

—  treasurer  at  St*  Basil* a  Hovitlate, 
1926-1927,  aqr  year  as  a  xu>vie#« 

—  August,  1927f  appointed  hei^  at 
Assumption  Parish  as  an  assistant  for 
five  years;  then  one  year  at  St*  Anne's 
in  Detroit  as  an  assistant* 

—  1933  to  1955,  Pastor  at  St.  John 
the  Baptist,  Amherstburg,  Ontario;  St« 
Wtatf^B,   Ovren  Sound;  Ste*  Anne's,  Detroit* 

««>•  a  couple  of  years  at  Ow^en  Sound 
as  an  assistant,  end  back  here  at  Assunp* 
tion  Parish  in  1957  where  he  remained 
to  the  exid* 

Who  can  numbers  the  baptims;  converts; 
marriages;  siek  and   dying;  «»unselllng8; 
help  to  the  needy;  houz^  of  just  plain 
hard  work  ««»  manual  labor? 
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Poor  Father  Kellyt  I  ijnagine  one  wlU 
hear  some  people  say#  Mo^  I  think  it 
is  we  who  are  poor;  he  is  rich.  His 
good  parents  had  gone  on  ahead*  I  can 
iiBagine  a  happy  re-union •  "^o  his  two 
brothers y  Joseph  and  Francis,  we  his 
Bssilian  brothers  offer  our  syapathy* 
Tou  will  aiss  hiB,  as  we,  also,  shall* 
Indeed,  many  are  his  friends  here  today 
(and  jsany  aore  i^o  are  not  here)  niiho 
aoiim  his  loss*  I  ask  you  all  to  re-* 
aeaber,  even  though  he  possessed  ths 
dignity  of  the  priesthood,  we  know  he 
carried  his  treasuire  in  an  earthen 
▼essel*  I  can  hear  him  be  the  first  to 
rnKft   *Pray  for  «••••  In  our  charity,  let 
vm  rea iaber  him  in  our  prayers* 


**ire  loved  him  in  life,  let  us  not  forget 
him  in  deaths" 
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•Eternal  rest  grant  unto  him,  0  Lord*** 
Requlescat  in  pace. 


(Transcribed  from  the  preacher*  s  manu*- 
script.  Sermon  delivered  at  the  Funeral 
Mama   of  Father  0«M«  Kelly  in  Assumption 
Church,  Windsor,  on  August  16,  1963) 
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May  it  please  Tour  Excellency: 

^There  was  a  man   sent  by  God  whose  namm 
was  John*"  Words  deseribiag  3t#  Jokn 
the  Baptist,  as  read  in  almost  every 
last  gospel  of  the  Mass.  ^Sinee  men 
haTS  not  succeeded  in  curing  death**, 
reaarks  Pascal,  ironically,  ••they  have 
decided  not  to  think  about  it  at  all*'' 
Should  it  be  added,  that  they  have 
never  quite  succeeded? 

"Wliy  life,  if  death?  Why  death,  if 
life?** says  Dante.  To  think  and  ponder 
this  dark  problem  and  in  the  end  to 
draw  nothing  from  it  but  a  philosophy 
of  pleasure  (time  is  passing,  let  us 
enjoy  ourselves),  or  a  philosophy  of 
nothingness  (nothing  rhymes  only  with 
nothing)  -*-*  This  does  seem  to  be  a 
fruitless  enquiry*  Prom  such  anguish. 
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from   such  a  load  of  living,  the  Chris- 
tian is  delivered*  Christ  Our  Lord  has 
ths  answer*  Anyone  who  tries  to  grasp 
Our  Lord's  teaching  on  death  will  see 
tluit  for  hia  the  probleai  does  not  exist* 

It  is  another  man  sent  from  God,  whose 
aa»e  was  John*  ^'his  tiae  a  gospel  wri- 
ter whose  office  was  to  get  down  in 
black  and  vdfiite  the  things  Our  Lord  said 
and  did  —  who  gives  us  this  account*  It 
is  chapter  11,  a  longe  one  of  St*  John's 
gospel*  Allow  ae  to  paraphrase  it* 
**fliere  was  a  «an  called  Lasarus  of  Beth- 
any who  had  fallen  sick*  Bethany  was 
the  name  of  the  village  where  Mary  lived 
with  her  sister  Blartha,  and  this  Mary 
whose  brotl^r,  Lazarus,  was  sick  was 
ths  wosian  wi^  anointed  the  Lord  with 
oiAtMi^t  and  wiped  His  feet  with  her 


^-.^;r..A, 
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hair*  The  sisters  sent  a  Biessage  to  HiA, 
'•Lord,  he  whom  Thou  lovest  lies  here 
sick.« 

And  Jesus  said,  ''The  end   of  this  sick* 
aess  is  not  death,  it  is  seant  for  Qod^s 
honor,  to  bring  honor  to  the  Son  of  God» 
Jesus  loved  Martha  and  her  sister  and 
Lasanui«  But  seme  days  elapsed  before 
going  to  Bethany «  He  efaatted  with  His 
disciples  off  an  on  about  Lazarus*  sick- 
ness* The  disciples  were  confused*  Our 
Lord  had  to  tell  then  frankly,  WLazarus 
is  dead*** 

When  Jesus  arrived.  Re  found  that  Lazarus 
had  been  four  days  in  the  grave*  "Lord'^ 
said  Martha  to  Jesus,  ''If  Thou  hadst  been 
here,  siy  brother  would  not  have  died." 
"Thy  brother",  Jesus  said  to  her,  ''will 
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rise  again."  Martha  said  to  Hia,  ^1 
know  well  enough  that  he  will  rise  again 
at  the  resurrection  vdien  the  last  day 
comes •'^  Jesus  said  to  her^  ^1  am  the 
resurrection  and  the  life^  he  who  be«* 
lieres  in  Ne^  though  he  is  dead,  will 
live  on,  and  whoever  has  life,  and  has 
faith  in  Me,  to  all  eternity  cannot  die»«* 
Then  Jesus  said,  "Do  You  Belize  This?" 
Dialogue  on  death I  Jesus  and  Martha I 
The  3on  of  God  questions!  Martha,  ser-* 
▼ant  girl,  unschooled  but  filled  with 
faith  answers,  "Tes  Lord",  she  told  Him, 
"I  have  learned  to  that  Thou  art  the 
Chirist,  Thou  art  the  Son  of  the  Livihg 
God,  it  is  for  Thy  coming  the  World  has 
waited* 


Guardini,  reflecting  on  the  event 
says  Our  Lord  imuis  to  teach  Max*tha  that 
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something  has  happened  to  deaths  Man's 
last  enemy  is  defeated*  We  must  never 
apeak  of  it  again*  Henceforth^  IT  IS 
RESURRECTION  THAT  MATTERS,  UFB-CTERHAL 
and  NE^NOT  DEATH* 

KajTtha  learned  the  lesson*  ^imple,  un«- 
philosophical  Martha*  But  leave  it  to 
the  learned,  the  heavy  thinkers,  to  con« 
fuse  it*  They  so  often  do*  In  Our 
Lord's  day,  such  were  the  Sadducees.  To 
then  Christ  had  aade  clear  His  accept-* 
ance  of  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection 
of  the  body.  They  did  not  want  to  learn 
the  lesson* 

They  put  this  problen  to  Jesus  — -  k 
wesan  had  aarried  in  succession  seven 
brothers*  To  whoa  will  she  belong  in 
the  resurrection?  In  reply,  Jesus 
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affirms  the  fact  of  the  resurrection^ 
but  at  tte  sai^  time  rejects  their  gross 
interpretaticm  of  the  doctrine •  THE 
RESURRECTIOH  IS  ROT  A  RETURH  TO  THE  00^ 
DITIONS  OF  THIS  LIFE* 

It  involves  a  transfomation  of  earthly 
existence*  Jesus  said  to  them^  ^Is  this 
not  why  you  are  wrong  that  you  know 
aeither  the  S0riptw*es  mor  the  power  of 
§od?  For  when  the  dead  rise  again^  they 
will  neither  aarry  nor  be  given  in 
carriage p  but  all  will  be  as  the  angela 
of  Ood*« 

But  nowhere  in  the  holy  %ble  is  the 
doctrine  of  the  resiurrection  of  tto  dead 
as  explicit p  striking,  clear,  and  force- 
ful as  we  read  in  St*  Paulas  epistles* 
With  the  people  of  Corinth  he  argues 
(to  cite  but  one  instance),  ''If  the  dead 
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do  not  rise,  th&a   Christ  has  not  risen 
either  and  if  Christ  is  not  risen,  all 
your  faith  is  a  delusion,  you  ar©  back 
in  your  sins.  It  follows  too  that  those 
who  have  gone  to  their  rest  in  Christ 
hare  been  lost* 

If  the  hope  we  have  learned  to  repose 
in  Christ  belongs  to  this  world  only, 
then  we  are  unhappy  beyond  all  other 
sen.  But  no^  Christ  has  risen  from  the 
dead  ~*  Just  as  all  have  died  with  Adas, 
so  Christ  is  the  first  fruit  and  after 
Hi«  follow  those  who  belong  to  Hin« 

^Here  is  a  secret  I  will  make  known  to 
you^  se  shall  all  indeed  rise  again^, 
says  St«  Paul.  «Por  this  corruptible 
must  put  on  incorruption  and  this  mortal 
oust  put  on  iiffiiK>rtality,  and  when  this 
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corruptible  has  put  on  incorrupt! on  and 
this  B^rtal  has  put  on  ifrnnortality^ 
then  shall  come  to  pass  the  saying  that 
is  written.  Death  is  swallcR^ed  up  in 
victory.  0  Death!  Where  is  thy  victory? 
0  DeathI  ^here  is  thy  sting?  For  the 
ating  of  death  is  sin,  just  as  the  law 
gives  sin  its  power,  '^hanks  be  to  God 
then.  Who  gives  us  victory  through  Our 
Lord  Jesus  Chxdst.  Stand  firm  —  your 
labor  in  the  Lord ^s  service  cannot  be 
in  vain." 

*Stand  firm  -~  your  labor  in  the  Lord^s 
service  cannot  be  in  vain.^  Fitting 
transition  line  from  St*  Paul  to  apply 
to  a  man  sent  from  God  ^ose  name  was 
John,  whose  mortal  remains  are  with  nm 
now. 
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Labor  in  the  Lord^s  service t  The  Lord's 
service  v/as  the  only  service  Father  John 
teorato  ever  knew*  The  Lord's  service! 
It  took  hifii  to  Canada »  to  Hew  York,  to 
England*  It  took  his  to  Florence ^  to 
Houston^  to  Rochester,  and  back  again 
to  TexaSy  Port  Bend  Ck>unty,  to  Brazoria 
County,  and  this  city  of  Angleton* 

^he  Lord's  service!  It  took  this  man 
naaed  John  into  the  classrooa,  to  the 
battle  stations  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  to  the  aission  fields  of  this 
Southwest*  The  Lord^s  servicel  This 
wum  nased  Joto  saw  a  lot  of  the  world* 
The  world  saw  a  lot  of  this  man  named 
John*  And  it  Is  good  that  it  did* 

When  we  were  students  together  at  Col«- 
Mdbla  Oni varsity,  we  took  our  lunch  on 
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m  eau^us  beneh^  generally  Joined  by 
other  student Sy  often  by  a  non-Catholic 
&egro  fellow  student.  One  day  he  turned 
to  ffle  and  asked^  ^Why  did  God  not  make 
■ore  people  as  kind  as  Father  John?^ 
On  Christaas  %dien  I  received  a  greeting 
eard  f  ron  ay  class.  Father  John's  class 
gifted  him  with  an  airtrip  rettirn  to 
Mexico  City. 

Z  saw  him  once,  on  leave  from  the  Havy 
In  World  War  ZI,  resplendent  in  his 
kavy  whites.  Quite  a  contrast  from  the 
sombre  black  of  his  Basilian  cassock* 
But  it  was  the  same  Father  John  «-«  a 
man  s^nt  frcm  Ck>d«  ^he  area  of  the 
Lead's  service  meant  nothing  to  this 
man  named  John* 

Z  think  of  his  wonderful  eyes,  ^Mailing 
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eyes,  hap  >y  to  be  a  part  of  salvation 
history,  to  be  of  service  to  the  co»- 
fflunity  of  God^s  people.  1  can  still 
hear  his  beautiful  voice,  equally  fine 
on  a  Requiem  Aetemam,  a  Tantum  Ergo,  a 
Sancta  Lucia,  or  Cooe  Back  to  Sorrento* 

I  think  of  his  joy  in  his  priesthood, 
the  holy  pride  he  had  in  being  a  Basilian 
in  being  one  of  the  some  75  Basilian 
priests  who  now  work  in  this  diocese  of 
Galveston-Houston,  of  the  Congregation 
of  St*  Basil  that  has  been  here  since 
1698. 

I  think  of  the  warm  af fecti<m  he  bore 
his  devoted  fasdlly.  How  he  loved  all 
of  theail  How  they  loved  himi  How  edify- 
for  us  to  witness  their  close  attendance 
upon  hia  in  his  final  illness  I  How  coa- 
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forting  to  hira,  the  knowledge  that  his 
dear  brothers  and  sisters  were  faithftxl 
to  him  to  the  end  I  How  sorrowful  they 
have  good  reason  to  bet 

They  and  us  have  a  right  to  hare  a  tear 

in  our  eye,  a  tear  in  our  voice  today* 

It  is  not  un«*Ohristian.  there  are  two 

occasions  that  caused  tears  of  Christ* 

One  was  the  tears  He  shed  over  the  de-> 

struction  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem*  We 

ean*t  understand  that  occasion*  It  is 

too  filled  with  mystery.  %e  other  was 

at  the  tomb  of  His  dear  friend  Lasarus* 

When  Martha  showed  Jesus  the  grave  of 

her  brother,  St.   John  records  Our  Lord's 

reaction,  '♦Jesus  wept***  Even  the  Jews* 

reaction  is  recorded,  **See  how  He  lovsd 

hla***  We  can  understand  our  tears  now* 

See!  Howe  we  loved  him  — -  this  man  named 
John* 
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Could  his  soul  be  elsewhere  but  in 
heaven?  It  is  hard  for  me  to  think  so* 
Mm  are  not  here  to  canonize*  We  are 
not  here  to  eulogize.  Bat  we  are  here 
to  review  Christ •s  teaching  on  eternal 
life  with  the  Eucharist.  ••He  who  eats 
my  flesh  and  drinks  ray  blood,  shall  not 
taste  death  forever^**  Surely  thrity 
years  of  Eucharistic  devotion  have  not 
been  in  vain.  For  thirty  years,  some 
estioated  12,000  tia^s,  this  man  called 
John,  brought  down  froa  heaven  the  Body 
of  Christ,  to  be  his  food,  and  the  food 
of  his  people.  This  was  not  ••nanna  of 
the  desert  which  your  fathers  ate  in 
the  desert  and  are  dead*'.  And  yet  — 
God's  Justice  is  exacting,  therefore 
we  pray  and  will  pray  for  •'this 
aa»ed  John*** 
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For  those  of  you  who  <iid  not  know  hia 
well,  think  of  another  aan  named  John, 
John  XXIII,  genial,  pastoral,  oonsun^d 
with  kery^ut,  winning  the  love  of  a 
wide  world.  Allow  for  difference  in 
position*  Allow  for  difference  in  ser- 
Tioe  in  men  sent  from  God,  whose  namB 
was  John.  New  cancel  the  numeral  twenty** 
three,  aad  you  have  a  portrait  of  our 
Father  John*  Both  priests*  Both  leaving 
U8  this  year*  Both,  yictims  of  the  same 
disease*  Both  asked  to  suffer  for  Christ 
that  they  may  reign  with  him* 

The  Church  has  a  prayer  for  the  bystan- 
ders at  the  grave*  It  has  none  for  us 
here»  At  the  risk  of  distorting  the 
liturgy,  may  I  suggest  one,  perhaps 
make  it  our  own*  It  was  written  by 
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Cardinal  Hewii^n*  I  freely  supply  Its 
relevancy* 


«The  End  is^the  trial*  i'he  lofty  palace 
cnimbles.   ^^he  busy  city  is  hushed •  The 
ships  of  i'arsus  have  sailed  away  —  On 
heart  aiKi  soul  death  is  coming,  the 
veil  is  breaking* 

INflpport  ae,  dear  Lord,  in  that  last 
teur,  in  the  strong  arms  of  thy  sacra- 
aents  and  by  the  firesh  fragrance  of  thy 
consolations.  May  thy  holy  oils  sign 
and  seal  me.  May  thine  cmn   body  be  mf 
food  and  thy  blood,  my  sprinkling. 

Ifay  my  sweet  mother  Mary  smile  on  me 
(as  she  surely  smiled  on  Father  John). 
Nay  «y  angel  whisper  * peace*  to  me,  (as 
he  surely  whispered  to  Father  John  in 
his  terminal  illness). 

May  my  glorious  saints,  Basil,  ^homas, 
John,  look  on  me  that  in  them  all,  and 
through  them  all.  I  may  receive  the  gift 
of  perseverance  (as  this  man  named  John 
received  it),  and  die,  as  I  desire  to 
live,  in  thy  faith,  in  thy  ^hurch  and 
in  thy  love»* 

(Transcribed  froi^  the  dittoed  copy  cir- 
culated after  Father  Onorato^s  funeral. 
Sermon  preached  by  Father  Hugh  J.  Haffey 
in  St.  Basil's  Chui*ch,  Ai^leton,  on 
September  11,  1963*) 
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THE  BASHLIAN  FATHERS  AND 
THE  PARISH  AT  OWEN  SOUND 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  pihrilege  to  have  been  in- 
vited to  speak  at  this  evening^s  celeb- 
ration* Realizing  this  I  have  prepared 
a  serious  and,  I  hope  useful  paper  on 
the  BasLlian  Fathers  and  the  Owen   Sound 
parish.  Before  taking  up  ay  subject 
forttally,  I  should  like  to  make  it  clear 
that  wh  en  I  say  Owen  ^ound  I  usually 
have  in  mind  all  the  parishes  in  this 
area  attended  ncm   or  in  the  past  by  the 
Basilians.  For  those  of  you  who  arm 
not  ftilly  familiar  with  the  organization 
and  administration  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  Canada,  let  mm   say  that  the 
Bishop  is  the  spiritual  pastor  and  aA» 
ministrative  head  of  all  the  people  and 
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all  the  partshes  in  his  diocese*  Most 
of  his  parishes  are  entrusted  to  priests 
whom  he  himself  has  trained  and  ordained 
for  that  special  viork.     Occasionally, 
for  one  reason  or  another,  he  entrusts  a 
pax^sh  by  contract  to  some  other  group 
of  priests  called  an  Order  or  a  Gongreg«* 
ation  or  a  Cofflmunity,  whoa  he  has  not 
trained  himself,  and  who  in  matters  not 
pertaining  to  his  parishes  are  subject 
to  their  own  superiors*  Owen  *=^o\md  is 
mch  a  parish  -^  entrusted  by  Bishop 
Farrell,  the  first  Bishop  of  Hamilton, 
to  a  group  of  priests  (a  Ck>ngregaticm 
or  C<MBRunity)  known  as  the  Priests  of 
St«  Basil  or  the  Basilian  Fathers. 
These  Basilians  have  now  been  in  Owen 
•*ouiKi  for  one  hundred  years.  I  propose 
to  tell  you  something  about  who  they 
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were,  hofw  they  happened  to  come  to  Owen 
Sound,  what  Owen  *^ound  was  like  when 
they  eaae  to  It,  and  what  I  think  the 
Basilians  are  like  today. 

There  is  one  further  preliminary  re- 
Mark:  the  Basilian  Fathers  have  never 
worked  here  alone;  they  had  a  few  pre- 
decessors; and  they  have  had  constant 
co-woxicerSy  other  priests  who  have  ccme 
in  to  help,  the  Sisters  of  two  Goraniih* 
ities  of  wonen  who  have  tau^t  in  the 
schools,  and  the  lay  aenbers  of  all  the 
organizations  which  function  within  the 
parish*  Ho  diainution  of  their  work  is 
intended  by  the  following  account  de- 
voted al»}st  exclusively  to  tl^  Basilian 
Fathers. 

Zn  May  1949  I  was  privileged  to  attend 
les  noces  d*or  {^be  ^olden  Jubilee)  of 


Shook  —  CENTENNIAL  AT  OWQi  SOUND   I36 

a  French  Basilian,  Rev,  Canon  Descelll- 
6r©,  held  at  the  College  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  in  ^nnonay,  France  •  Among  aany 
wonderful  MMories  of  the  occasion^  not 
least  the  discovery  of  new  friends  with 
common  attachments  aflK>ng  the  old  French 
BaaHians,  there  is  one  %diich  still  re- 
mains vividly  vrith  me:  a  certain  Sattir^ 
day  afternoon  visit.  May  14t  1949,  to 
St«  Syaphorien^s  in  the  district  of 
Mahmn  in  the  aoimtains  of  Arddche*  I 
reffl^d>er  leaving  the  narrow  highway  be- 
tween Annonay  and  the  town  of  Lalouvesc 
(flttda  fffiBous  by  St*  Francis  Hegis)  at 
Satillieu  and  going  up  a  <K>nstantly 
narrowing  road  to  tte  tiny  BH>untain 
village  of  St.  Syaiphorien*  Here  at  the 
trail* s  end  —  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
ceed any  falrther  — -  was  the  single 
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ribbon  of  roadway  leading  Into  the  vill- 
age* Everyone  who  has  ever  gone  to  St. 
Symphorlen  has  gone  in  by  that  road,  and 
everyone  who  has  ever  left  has  coa^  away 
by  that  saae  road#  There  is  no  other  — 
a  Matter  of  strategic  iaportance  as  we 
shall  see  in  a  i^aent* 

The  little  village  of  about  400  souls 
had,  €Uid  still  has,  an  old  stone  church 
and  rectory  encircled  by  a  moderately 
high  stone  wall,  '^he  CurS  of  this  es- 
tablii^iment  I  recall  as  a  little  old 
aan  in  a  faded,  patched  and  soiled 
soutane,  green  with  aga^  wearing  wooden 
shoes  and  ssoking  a  large  pipe«  The 
old  nan  took  aie  throu^  his  chixrch^ 
showed  me  his  somewhat  pathetic  ^treas- 
ures**  —  a  battered  chalice,  ciboriua 
and  ostensoriua  and  a  set  of  by  then 
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threadbare  vestn^nts  which  had  been 
given  the  parish  by  the  Princess  Eugenie^ 
wife  of  Napoleon  III.  After  a  Tin 
d^honneur  the  G\ir6  took  mo   through  two 
not-too-tidy  rooms  in  his  rectory* 
Turning  to  me  he  said  (he  was  not  a 
Basilian)  "Here  is  where  the  men  who 
were  to  found  your  cowHunity  first  took 
up  their  work  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  service  of  the  Church."  The   very 
rooa  we  were  standing  in  was^  back  in 
1799,  a  student  study-hall,  and  the 
rocHi  next  beyond  was  a  "little-seminary" 
classrocwa.  Here  in  the  yeat^  following 
the  French  Revdution,  when  the  laws  of 
Prance  forbade  the  training  of  priests, 
there  had  been  set  up  by  an  outlawed 
bishop  who  had  retiu^ned  to  France  as  an 
itinerant  pedlar,  what  can  only  be  deB^ 
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cribed  as  an  outlaw  school.  It  had  been 
set  up  by  Bishop  d^Aviau  in  this  par- 
ticular village  and  placed  in  the  charge 
of  Father  Picansel  because  here  troops 
and  police  could  not  invade  it  without 
their  approach  being  observed  at  least 
an  hour  before  their  arrival.  When 
hostile  searchers  came  to  the  village, 
as  they  sooidtlaes  did,  they  found  only 
sen  and  boys  working  in  the  fields  where 
after  exchanging  their  soutanes  for 
overalls,  they  had  quickly  gone  on  a 
warning  signal  from  no  less  a  person 
than  the  Mayor  of  St*  Syaphorien.  Those 
roo«3,  for  ae,  were  the  true  cradle  of 
what  has  now  become  the  religious  Con** 
gregation  known  in  France  and  America 
as  the  Basilian  Fathers,  a  Community 

foxnaed  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  to 
cope  with  a  crisis  in  the  French  ^hurch* 
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So  much  for  this  personal  r«ttiniscence« 
Let  m%  tell  you  briefly  the  story  of 
the  early  Basilians.  The  school,  opened^ 
as  I  have  told  you,  in  the  Arddche  moun- 
tains by  Father  Picansel,  was  moved  in 
ld02,  when  the  harsh  laws  were  relaxed, 
to  the  neighboring  city  of  Annonay» 
The  school  flourished  in  ^nnonay  under 
th«  direction  of  a  few  priests  who  both 
taught  school  and  carried  on  parochial 
work,  and  \fho  were  so  filled  with  their 
way  of  life  that  they  drew  up  their  own 
religious  rule  so  as  always  to  be  able 
to  live  together  in  <^fflmunity»  ^heir 
ccawrunity  was  given  episcopal  approval 
by  Monseigneur  Brulley  de  la  Bruni^re, 
bishop  of  Mende  on  November  21,  1S22« 
fhis  meant  that  it  could  now  open  a 
novitiate,  recruit  new  aeM>ers  and  so 
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acquire  a  sort  of  permanence.  The 
priests  thus  fonaally  organized  took 
the  name  of  the  Society  of  Priests  of 
St*  Basil,  St.  Basil  being  the  name  of 
the  parish  church  where  they  had  ac- 
quired a  mountain  residence  known  as 
Mdson  Seule  for  their  first  novltiat# 
and  training  centre. 

The  Society  thus  established  in  1822 
•ought  common  life  and  stability.  They 
promised  the  bishop  and  one  another 
that  they  would  never  withdraw  from 
their  work,  that  they  would  always  keep 
the  rule  they  had  drawn  up,  and  that 
they  wotild  live  to  the  best  of  their 
power  a  life  of  prayer,  "^h^  took  what 
they  called  a  *^solemn  promise**  under 
the  local  bishop  rather  than  formal 
vows  under  the  Holy  See  so  as  not  to 


m^ 
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fall  \mder  the  repressive  measures  of  a 
Government  which  continued  to  banish 
SM^^rs  of  the  older,  better  known  and 
formally  erected  orders.  In  time,  how- 
ever, this  precaution  became  unnecess- 
ary and  they  asked  for  recognition  from 
the  Holy  Sme.     An  official  Letter  of 
Praise  came  from  Home  on  September  15, 
1837;  formal  vows  were  first  taken  on 
September  24,  18^2;  and  the  Decree  of 
Approbation  came  on  September  23,  1863  — 
just  a  few  months  after  two  of  their 
number  had  come  here  to  Owen  Sound  for 
the  first  time* 

The  Society  which  I  have  thus  far  be«i 
describing  for  you  was: 

(1)  bom  during  the  impoverished  days 
of  the  French  revolutionary  crisis; 

(2)  involved  in  both  educational  and 
►^rish  work  —  largely  at  a  diocesan 


{ 


evel; 
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(3)  marked  by  a  love  of  the  common  life; 

(4)  (a  factor  not  already  mentioned) 
foiinded  in  a  city  in  which  Protes- 
tantism wkB   fairly  strong,  a  signif- 
icant detail  in  that  Basilians  have 
usually  located  in  non-Catholic 
centres  —  and  have  invariably  dis- 
played the  art  of  knowing  how  to 
live  in  peace  and  friendship  with 
their  separated  brethr^i* 


II 

Until  the  Basilians  came  to  Africa, 
they  never  had  a  house  outside  the  dio- 
cese in  which  they  were  founded.  Neither 
foreign  missions  nor  westward  expansion 
so  much  as  entered  into  their  thinking* 
In  1850,  however,  one  of  their  former 
students  in  the  College  of  Annonay, 
Armand  Francois  Marie  de  Charbonnel,  who 
had  become  a  Sulpician,  and  who  had 
spent  a  few  years  in  Montreal,  Canada, 
was  named  Bishop  of  Toronto*  After  his 
consecration  by  Pius  IX  in  the  Sistins 
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Chapel,  May  26,  1^50,  he  visited  his  old 
college,  begged  for  a  few  priests  to  ac- 
ecMBpany  him  to  Canada*  Since  he  knew  no 
English  himself,  he  particularly  wanted 
an  English-speaking  priest  who  would 
help  him  to  communicate  with  his  Irish 
Catholic  flock  when  he  reached  Toronto* 
^he  Basilians  loaned  him  one  man  — 
Father  Patrick  Molony,  the  English  pro- 
fessor at  Annonay,  a  natire  of  Killaloe, 
Ireland,  who  had  joined  their  little 
community*  Father  Molony  and  Bishop  de 
Charbonnel  (and  a  few  other  French 
priests  whom  the  bishop  was  able  to  talk 
into  coming  with  him)  arrived  in  ^oronto 
during  September  1850* 

Father  Bfolony*s  first  two  years  in 
Toronto  make  an  interesting  story,  but 
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this  is  not  the  place,  nor  is  there  time 
tonight  to  tell  it*  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  largely  through  his  barrage  of  ia^- 
portunate  requests,  demands,  pleas  and 
prayers,  the  Annonay  Basilians  at  last, 
in  July  1852f  sent  out  to  Toronto  two 
aore  priests  (  Fathers  Soulerin  and 
lULbos)  and  two  unordained  students 
(Mr.  Vincent  and  Mr.  Flannery).  On 
September  4t  1^52,  these  men  opened  St* 
Mary's  Little  Seminary  on  c^ueen  Street, 
the  first  Basilian  foundation  in  Canada* 
-^'his  Sefflinary  had  a  short  life  of  about 
six  months,  when  it  was  absorbed  into 
St»  Michael's  College,  which  the  Basil- 
ians took  over  from  the   Christian 
Brothers,  and  which  remains  to  this  day* 

The  College  was  founded  during  the  year 
ld52^53»  "Oie  story  of  its  founding  1 
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have  told  in  an  article  to  be  found  in 
the  Report  of  the  Canadian  Catholic 
Historical  Association  for  1950.  I 
shall  not  re-tell  this  here*  I  do  wish, 
however,  to  call  your  attention  to  one 
point  that  is  certainly  revelant  to  the 
decision  of  the  'Toronto  Basilians  to 
emm   to  Owen  Sound.  As  I  have  already 
said,  the  French  Basilians  had  always 
undertaken  some  parish  work*  In  toronto 
they  were  very  few,  were  French-speaking 
mostly,  and   felt  incapable  of  undertak- 
ing anything  in  addition  to  their  teach- 
ing. They  accepted  on  a  temporary  basis 
a  few  parish  missions  in  the  City,  in 
Weston  and  Brockton  and  elsewhere,  but 
tl^  Superior,  Father  Soulerin,  tried  to 
make  as  few  commitments  as  possible. 
However,  there  were  problems:  first  the 
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bishop  was  rather  insistent  that  they 
help  out  in  parishes,  and  even  look 
after  a  parish  at  their  new  location  oa 
Clover  Hill;  and  secondly,  missionaries 
who  dropped  in  to  the  cathedral  rectory 
where  the  Basilians  were  living  used  to 
tease  them  about  their  soft  job  which, 
as  they  said,  '^consisted  in  teaching 
Latin  and  Greek  to  children^  —  a  con- 
trast  to  the  rigours  of  the  missionary's 
life«  ^hus  it  was  that  as  ^irly  as  1^53 
the  Superior  of  St.  Michael's  began  to 
make  certain  ''missionary  proposals**  in 
his  letters  to  France*   e  began  to  ask 
for  some  priests  to  open  a  mission  in 
the  Georgian  Bay  area  near  Penetang, 
he  said,  in  order  (and  this  is  the  truly 
significant  point)  to  "complete  our  work 
here*"  That  is,  he  felt  that  a  Community 
of  College  men  needed  a  certain  amount 
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of  parochial  and  Biissionary  work,  not 
only  because  there  was  great  need  of 
such  workers,  not  only  to  maintain  good 
public  relations,  but  for  the  good  of 
the  community  men  themselves,  to  give 
thea  an  opportunity  to  complete  them- 
selves as  men  and  as  priests^ 

It  is  rather  interesting  that  Father 
^oxilerin  had  specifically  i|J  mind  work 
in  the  Georgian  Bay  area.  He  had  men« 
tioned  Penetang  because  it  was  a  French-* 
speaking  settlement  and  pres«ited  no 
language  problem.  Father  Soulerin  also 
had  in  mind  for  this  Basilian  under- 
taking a  territory  that  would  have  sev- 
eral missions  but  would  have  a  community 
centre  too*  It  is  quite  obvious  that  he 
was  thinking  about  the  kind  of  situation 
which  the  Owen  Sound  area  was  going  to 
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provide •  This,  as  I  said,  was  in  1853 • 

Wben  St*  Basil  *s  pari^  church  was 
opened  NoTember  16,  IS 56,  as  the  col«> 
legiate  church  of  St«  Michael's  College, 
it  was  blessed  and  s cleanly  opened  by 
two  newly-appointed  bishops.  Bishop 
Pinsonneault  of  London  and  Bishop 
Farrell  of  Uaollton*  Because  Bishop 
Farrell  was  a  Tery  close  friend. 
Father  Soulerin  invited  him  to  preach 
the  sermon  on  this  auspicious  occasion^ 
As  a  favour  to  his  friend  the  ^ishop 
accepted*  Favours,  you  know,  have  soae- 
times  to  be  returned,  and  Bishop  Farrell 
could  tl.ink  of  all  kinds  of  favours  to 
ask*  He  had  Just  been  assigned  a  new 
diocese,  with  its  See  in  Hamilton,  but 
extending  northwards  to  Georgian  Bay, 
then  fanning  out  until  at  its  eastern 
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extremity  it  met  the  diocese  of  Bytown 
and  on  its  western,  St.  ^oniface*  For 
all  this  Tast  tenritory,  the  bishop  had 
exactly  ei^t  priests:  six  of  them  res- 
ident in  Dimdas,  Hamilton,  Brant ford, 
St*  Cleinents  and  ii^ilmot,  two  of  them 
missionaries  workia^  out  of  Guelph*  It 
is  not  surprising  that  the  bishop  shotild 
ask  the  Basilians  for  priests  to  help 
him  with  the  care  of  his  diocese,  nor 
surprising  either  that  Father  Soulerin 
should  hear  him  with  a  sympathetic  ear. 
^he  Basilians  came  to  Owen   ^ound  during 
the  summer  of  I863  —  the  first  peramn- 
ent  expansion  (Assumption  in  Windsor 
had  been  tried  in  lfi57t  but  closed)  of 
Basilians  from  St.  Michael's  College. 

Ill 
I  hare  told  you  something  of  the  sotry 
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of  the  Basillans  fxx>m  their  beginnings 
to  their  coming  to  Owen  Sound,  ^he  ques- 
tion now  arises:  What  is  the  story  of 
Ommi   Sound  itself  and  the  parish  missions 
to  which  the  Basilians  came?  This  story 
I  shall  trj  to  retail  to  you  pretty  much 
as  it  has  been  ispressing  itself  upon  me 
during  the  past  two  weeks  when  I  haTS 
been  preparing  this  paper^  but  I  speak 
always  with  due  ^iKi  respectful  defer- 
ence to  all  local  histortans  among  you 
who  have,  I  am  sure  more  accurate  facts 
at  their  disposal  than  I  have,  and  who 
in  addition  have  what  is  even  more  sig- 
nificant, a  native's  intuition  for 
interpreting  those  facts* 

Of  the  pre-history,  that  is^  the  history 
of  the  period  when  these  counties  were 
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entirely  Indian  territories,  I  have 
little  to  say.  I  am  constantly  lost  in 
adffiiration  at  the  17th  century  eirents 
described  in  the  Jesuit  Relations*  I 
am  thinking  especially  of  the  Relations 
for  the  years  1639,  I64O,  I642,  I646. 
Here  are  to  be  found  sonewhat  general 
accounts  not  only  of  the  fixed  mission 
at  Fort  Ste.  Marie,  but  also  of  those 
Bobile  missions  which  moved  from  that 
Fort,  out  among  the  settl^twits  of  the 
surrounding  Nations.  One  of  thea# 
missions.  No.  5t  if  I  read  the  text 
properly,  came  right  here  into  Grey 
County,  and  over  into  Bruce.  It  amst 
give  you  who  live  in  this  territoiTr 
something  of  a  thrill  even  today  to 
read  in  the  Relations  a  passage  like 
the  following:  *»Since  the  Petune  (that 
is,  the  Indians  of  the  Tobacco  Nation) 


.•^^  :<#         «l.|t  J^  i'»,  As  /% 
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are  now  at  peace  with  the  Hurons,  we 
have  made  use  of  this  situation  to  preach 
the  Gospel  to  then  and  to  raise  Christ's 
flag  among  them.  This  was  our  mission 
No.  5>  the  mission  we  have  dedicated  to 
the  Twelve  Apostles.  It  was  allotted 
to  Fathers  Charles  Garnier  and  Isaac 
Jogues.  These  two  men  gave  the  follow- 
ing names  to  nine  of  the  settlements  they 
found:  St.  Peter's,  St.  Paul's,  St.  An- 
drew* s,  St.  James' 9  St.  Thomases,  St. 
John^s,  St.  James  and  Philip's,  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's, Sts.  Simon  and  J^jde's." 
(I64O,  ch.  X)  The  last  named  of  these 
settlements,  Sts.  Sii^n  and  Jtde's,  was 
certainly  at  the  top  of  the  Bruce  Pen- 
insula. We  know  this  because  it  is 
clearly  marked  on  two  different  17th 
century  maps^  one  made  by  Sanson  of 
Paris  in  I658,  the  other  by  Father  Du 


Shook  —  CENTENNIAL  AT  OWEN  SOUND   154 

Oreux,  SmJm   in  1660.  Some  of  the  other 
settlements  named  must  have  been  close 
to  here,  that  is,  within  the  limits  of 
this  parish*  We  cannot  even  guess  at 
the  location  of  these  villages  because, 
as  Sherwood  Fox  says  in  his  The  Bruce 
Beckons,  '♦there  is  nof  (in  the  Rel- 
ations of  1640  and  162|2)  ''a  syllable 
about  the  appearance  of  the  territory 
in  which  any  station  lies."  Lest  this 
be  taken  as  a  criticism,  I  hasten  to 
reslnd  Dr.  Fox  that  if  the  Relations 
give  little  or  no  detailed  description 
of  the  terrain  of  the  missions,  there 
is  ccmpesnation:  they  do  give  a  splen- 
did description  of  the  Georgian  Bay  and 
Lake  Huron  which  we  know,  and  which  the 
Jesuit  chronicle  jrs  always  referred  to 
affectionately 9  in  Ohamplain's  own  ter«» 
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ainology,  as  **the  Gentle  Sea",  La  Mer 
douce.  Father  Paul  Rageneau  speaks  in 
I64dy  of  "a  lake,  about  400  leagues  (ca. 
1000  miles)  around,  which  we  call  la 
Mer  douce  "the  Gaitle  Sea'*,  which  has 
some  tide,  and  nany  islands,  one  of 
which  is  60  leagues  (150  miles)  around." 

The  early  Jesuits  left  these  territories 
after  the  fierce  Iroquois  wars  of  16A^# 
Then,  for  over  180  years,  there  is  al- 
most total  silence.  Indians  were  here, 
and  occasional  trappers  and  mairiners, 
but,  so  far  as  we  know,  no  %urch  and 
no  missionaries.  By  the  lS30»s  the 
second  and  later  erangelization  of  the 
Indians,  this  time  by  both  Catholic  and 
Protestant  missionaries  had  begun  again, 
i^hen  Oi?o%m  Lands  agaits  came  into  Orey 
County,  had  it  surveyed,  and  began  to 
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bring  in  settlers  during  the  late  30* s 
and  40  *s,  it  was  the  later  generation 
of  Jesuits,  who  were  here  to  minister 
to  Indians  and  traders,  who  first  at- 
tended to  the  spiritual  needs  of  your 
predecessors  throu^iout  this  area»  Dur- 
ing the  period  of  their  peregrine  minis- 
trations, there  were  no  churches,  no 
resident  priests,  only  Indian  missions 
and  stations  in  private  homes*  Jesuit 
■issioiuiries  seem  to  hi^ive  come  here  at 
irregular  intervals  from   at  least  the 
tine  of  the  survey  (IS34  in  the  case  of 
St*  Vincent  township,  IS4I  in  the  case 
of  the  tox'/n  plot  of  Syxlenham)  up  t3 
1859,  overlapping  the  adsdni strati on  of 
the  earliest  diocesan  priest  \"^ose  naa^ 
is  recorded  here.  Father  Muncoq  of  Tor- 
onto, vjhc  pix>bably  resided  in  Owen  Sound 
between  1854  and  I856,  just  prior  to  the 
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creation  of  the  Hamilton  dioces3*  So 
far  as  is  kno\vn,  three  Hamilton  diocesan 
priests  served  here  in  Ow&ti   "^ound  for 
four  years  between  the  later  Jesuit 
Missionary  period  and  the  coming  of  the 
Basilians.  These  were  Father  Peter  Bar- 
dou  and  Father  St,  Aubin,  1^59-61;  and 
Father  P*S.  Maheut,  1861-63.  Of  their 
ministry  almost  everything  is  conjecture, 
very  little  can  be  verified.  With  them, 
however,  the  era  of  the  mission  pastor- 
ate, strictly  so  called,  was  over  for 
this  area  and  the  work  of  establishing 
a  normal  and  permanent  pari^  life  began* 

Tho  Owen  Sound  of  these  years  was  small 
but  rapidly  growing.  The  Basilian 
Fathers  were  in  no  sense  later  comers 
to  the  area.  Mr.  John  Telfer  only 
arrived  to  make  the  first  settlement 
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and  arrange  for  the  survey  of  the  town 
plot  in  1841*  The  account  of  this  epis- 
ode is  recorded  in  the  Illustrated  Atlas 
of  ^he  Dominion  of  Canada  (published  by 
Belden  and  Co.  1880)  as  follows:  *•!&•• 
Telfer's  journey  to  his  new  location 
lay  froa  lork^  ria  the  land  water  route, 
through  Lake  Sincoe,  Orillia,  etc.  to 
Sturgeon  Bay,  and  thence  along  the 
^ore  of  Georgian  Bay,  of  which  the 
above  is  one  of  the  aany  indentations. 
Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sydenham 
^iver  in  a  batteau,  he  made  his  way  a 
short  distance  up  that  stream,  with 
cedars  overhanging  either  bank,  and  dis«> 
embarking  where  the  market  square  now 
is,  he  effected  a  small  clearing  and 
erected  a  log  shanty  — —  the  first  human 
habitation  in  the  place  —  very  near 
the  spot  where  the  market  now  stands. 


m 
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in  which  he  and  one  companion,  ^^'honas 
Rutherford  remained  all  winter.**  Telfer 
began  the  surrey  of  the  town  plot  of 
Sydenham,  but  it  was  finished  by  Charles 
Rankin  in  1845 •  Rankin  had  previously 
surveyed  St.  ^incent  Township.  By  1845 
settlers  were  arriving  in  reasonable 
numbers  living  mostly  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Sydenham  River  (where  according 
to  Crichton  there  was  a  population  of 
150  to  200)  and  also  along  the  Gara- 
fraxa  Road.  At  the  same  time  home-* 
steading  was  in  progress  in  the  sur- 
rounding to%mships.  The  village  on  the 
river  was  known  as  Sydenham  and  it  was 
named  the  county  seat  when  ^rey  became 
a  provisional  county  in  1852.   -^he 
municipal  buildings  were  completed  the 
following  year  1853,  and  the  name  of 
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the  village  was  changed  to  Owen  Sound 
when  it  was  incorporated  into  a  town  in 
1856  (19  Victoria,  cap*  XXVII).  By  that 
year  Owen  Sound  had  1^945  inhabitants* 

The  local  historians  whom  I  have  been 
able  to  consult  on  this  period  Just 
prior  to  the  coming  of  the  Basilians 
simply  do  not  cover  the  actual  details 
of  the  founding  of  St*  Mary's.  They 
do,  of  course,  have  many  other  interest- 
ing things  to  say.  In  this  connection 
let  me  call  to  your  attention  a  series 
of  reminiscing  articles  in  the  Ontario 
Historical  Society:  Papers  and  Records 
18  (1920)  by  J.M.  Kilbourn,  Robert 
Crichton,  James  McLau^lin,  Father 
Gadot,  James  H.  Huth^rford  and  Canon 
P*L.  Spencer.  They  tell  us,  for  example^ 
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about  the  Toronto-Sydenhaa  railway  pro- 
posal of  IS50  which,  they  regret,  fell 
through  in  favour  of  a  competitive  line 
to  the  "Hen  and  Shickens**  habour  at 
Gollingwood  where  we  are  told  in  the 
illustrated  Atlas  Sheriff  Smith  pro- 
vided ^SL   dreary  waste  of  swamp  along 
the  Bay,  in  Nottawasaga,  to  make  his 
property  the  terminus**  of  the  Northern 
6oMpany*s  line«  They  also  tell  how 
ship-building  meant  something  here  after 
ld4d  with  the  building  of  schooners  like 
the  Ann  Mackenzie,  the  Elizabeth  Broder 
and  the  Belle  McPhee» 

'^here  is  little,  however,  on  St*  Mary's. 
Father  Hurley's  Golden  Jubilee  brochure 
is  better,  but  even  it  leaves  so  many 
things  up  in  the  air*  When,  for  example^ 
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was  the  '•Old  Church**^  the  one  whidi  was 
here  vrtien  the  Basilians  came,  really 
built?  A.M*  Stephens  suggests  that  It 
mBLj   have  been  built  in  the  tine  of  Father 
Muncoq  as  early  as  1854.  '^his  is  not 
verified  by  surviving  recorxis,  and  it 
seems  impossible  in  view  of  Canon  Sp«i- 
cer*s  statement  that  in  1^57  the  Hosan 
Catholics  were  still  meeting  in  a  pri- 
vate house •  St.  Mary's  hurch  cannot, 
I  think,  have  been  opened  before  1858* 
If  this  is  so  why  is  it  described  as 
'♦old"  so  very  shortly  afterwards,  es- 
pecially if  it  was  really  a  "stone** 
Church  as  soae  of  the  later  records 
all  it*  My  saying  all  this  is  not 
■»rely  to  stir  your  local  historians, 
but  is,  I  repeat,  to  call  to  your  atten- 
tion how  really  far  back  into  your  his- 
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toz*y,  hov/  vitally  close  to  your  urue 
beginnings,  the  ministrations  of  the 
Basilian  Fathers  of  Owen  ^oimd  really 
gjOm     A  Start  had  certainly  been  sade 
wben  they  arrived  here  in  ld63;  but  most 
of  the  history  of  Owen  Soimd,  and  most 
of  the  recordable  history  of  this  parish 
Integrates  and  dissolves  into  the  ae-> 
cotmt  of  their  residence  here  among  you* 

IV 

The  last  section  of  this  paper,  which 
will  be  brief ^  deals  idth  the  hxmdred 
years  (1863-1963)  which  we  are  celeb- 
rating tonight.  First  let  me   say  that 
the  Basilians  came  here  on  the  invito 
ation  of  Bishop  ^arrell»  ^hey  were 
moved  to  undertake  the  original  mission 
by  charity  and  justice;  by  charity  in 
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that  this  n«w  activity  would  be  priaiar- 
ily  an  external  manifestation  through 
then  of  God's  love  for  all  msa;   by  jus- 
tice in  that  they  had  received  into 
their  Community  a  few  vocations  from 
Bishop  ^arrell*s  diocese.  The  story  of 
their  years  in  Owen  Sound  has  been  twice 
told:  once  in  the  Golden  Jubilee  brochure 
of  1921,  recently  revised  and  re-edited> 
and  again  in  the  enlarge  manuscript  of 
an  address  given  here  last  February  to 
the  Granottier  eouhcil  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  by  Rev*  Robert  J.  Scollard* 
^here  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  factual 
InfornBtion  which  I  can  add  to  these 
accounts.  They  present  a  gratifying 
story  of  the  labours  of  a  great  Chris- 
tian coflHaunity  of  religious  men  In  one 
of  Canada's  more  important  Catholic 
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parishes*  Mark  ny  words  I  This  is  an 
important  parish,  not  only  by  reason  of 
its  location  in  this  strategic  and  beau- 
tifiil  city  on  Captain  William  Pitz- 
William  Owen's  bay,  but  because  of  the 
successfully  employed  mission  structure, 
economical  of  priests  and  material  re** 
sources,  which  has  always  entered  fully 
into  the  life  of  the  Canadian  *^hurch; 
in  its  own  way  too  the  Basilian  Commun- 
ity, changing  and  expanding  as  it  has 
over  the  centux*y,  has  played  a  truly 
significant  role  in  the  development  of 
both  ^hurch  and  nation.  It  is  in  view 
of  this  that  I  should  like  to  make  for 
you  two  simple  inventories:  the  first, 
an  inventory  of  many  things  that  Owen 
Sound  has  meant  to  the  Basilian  Fathers, 
the  second  of  what  I  think  the  Basilians 
may  have  meant  to  Owen  Sound* 
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Inventory  !♦ 

1*  You,  the  people  of  Onren  Sound  and  its 

Bissions,  have  as  Father  Soulerin  so 
wisely  foresaw^  provided  us  Basilians 
with  that  opportunity  for  completion  and 
fulfilment  which  all  priests  need,  and 
which  religious  communities  must  seek 
either  in  missionary  work  or  pastoral 
activity.  You  have,  moreover,  provided 
for  this  opportunity  in  a  constant 
spirit  of  fraternal  charity. 

2.  You,  the  people  of  Owen  Sound  and 

its  missions,  in  accepting  the  ad- 
ministrative arrangement  which  has  al- 
ways obtained  here  and  endures  to  this 
time,  have  made  it  possible  for  the  Bas- 
ilians here  to  live  in  community,  that 
is,  to  worship  God  together  in  coamion 
prayer  and  communal  living,  spared  the 


Shook  ~  CENTENNIAL  AT  (MEN  SOUND   16? 

■K)re  distressing  sufferings  of  loneli«- 
ness  and  isolation.  Tou  know  from  my 
remaiics  at  the  beginning  of  this  paper 
hoiir  important  this  is  to  them* 

3«  You  have  given  this  same  religious 

community  a  territorial  status  in 
Ontaido's  Bluewater  country,  a  lovely 
piece  of  Canada  which  now  with  you  and 
because  of  you  we  Basilians  gratefully 
call  our  own* 

4*  lou  have  sent  ai»>ng  us  ome  of  3rour 
own  sons  to  be  our  confreres  and  to 
mingle  in  a  Christian  and  spiritual 
union  your  flesh  and  blood  with  otxrs* 

5*  And  finally,  you  have  let  us  enter 
into  the  life,  pleasures,  sorrows, 
hospitality  and  burdens  of  your  familj 
circles*  It  would  not  only  be  odious 
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but  impossible  for  •©  here  to  attempt 
to  iiention  family  names  •  But  if  the 
Basilians  first  came  here  as  your 
'*fathers*»in  Christ,  you  quickly  made 
th^Ei  your  **brothers"  in  Christ  as  well; 
and  to  quote  the  words  of  the  opening 
of  the  132nd  psalm:  ^How  pleasant  it  is 
for  brothers  to  dwell  together  in  unity ••♦ 

Inventory  2. 

To  turn  to  the  second  inventoiry,  it  seem 
to  me  that  I  am  Justified  in  attempting 
to  state  frankly  the  contribution  i«^ich 
has  been  made  to  yo\ir  life  by  the  Bas^ 
ilian  Fathers  particularly  through 
those  of  their  members  who  have  been 
sent  here  among  you  by  God's  Providence 
and  the  appointments  of  their  Superiors. 

1«  First  must  be  mentioned  what  is 

brought  to  any  parish  by  its  la-iests; 
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the  constant  parochial  services  vd.thout 
which  life  for  the  Catholic  is  not 
worth  living. 

2*  The  Basilians  have  placed  here  in 
100  years  a  succession  of  priests 
(19  pastors,  44  assistants,  and  unreck- 
oned  occasional  workers)  who,  looked  at 
in  globOa  nake  an  extraordinary  i»pres«- 
slon  indeed.  Some  of  them,  like  the 
saintly,  aristocratic  and  long-lived 
Granottier,  brought  with  them  the  rich 
variety  of  Euxx)pean  ways  and  the  dignity 
of  a  distinguished  continental  back- 
ground! aojoe  cafie  steeped  in  experience 
gained  in  other  and  distant  parts  of 
Canada  and  the  United  States;  some  like 
Nicholas  ^oche  or  Michael  Kelly  came 
directly  from  the  senior  posts  in  the 
gei^ral  commimity  administration.  Whether 
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they  came  from  the  farm  or  the  city, 
from  the  college  classroom  or  the  hos- 
pital bed,  whether  they  were  saintly  or 
scholarly  or  neither  or  both,  they  were 
rarely  men  who  coiild  be  taken  for  gran- 
ted, and  their  collective  spirit  resides 
in  Owen  Soirnd  today  in  the  accumulated 
aMK>ries  of  the  people  they  served. 

3.1  should  like,  finally  to  think  that 

the  tenure  of  the  Basilians  in  Owen 
*^ound  has  meant  that  in  some  ira&easur- 
able  and  unfathomable  way,  the  charac- 
teristic ^hos  of  an  imusual  and  constan- 
tly changing  kind  of  religious  institute 
has  communicated  itself  to  you  the  people 
of  this  parish  and  its  missions.  In 
explanation  of  this  statement  let  se  say 
that  this  century  of  years  (1863-1963) 
has  seen  the  Basilians  cease  to  be  a 
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French  congregation,  become  largely 
identified  virith  the  North-American 
Church,  locate  its  gene rallite  in  the 
City  of  ^oronto,  adopt  certain  forward- 
looking  and  ecumenical  arrangements  in 
Bodera  higher  education,  become  increas- 
ingly scholarly  in  their  interests  and 
arocations,  aoz*e  and  more  progressive 
in  their  spiritual  ways  and  more  Cath- 
olic in  their  tastes  and  inclinations* 
1  should  like  to  think  that  there  is 
coming  to  be  realized  in  them,  and 
through  them  in  you,  something  of  what 
Pope  Paul  VI  on  Sunday,  September  29 
of  this  year  set  up  as  the  objectives 
of  the  Second  Vatican  Council:  aware- 
ness of  the  Church  as  a  whole,  a  feel- 
ing for  the  spirit  of  reform,  a  longing 
for  Christian  unity,  and  an  entering 
into  the  dialogue  of  the  Catholic 
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Church  v/ith  the  contemporary  world •  The 
achieving  of  objectives  like  these  wotild 
be  in  our  day  a  fitting  fulfilment  of 
the  zeal  and  vision  of  those  few  but 
wonderful  priests  of  Annonay  and  St# 
Symphorien  who  coped  so  boldly  vilth 
their  own  contemporary  crisis  in  the 
mountains  of  Arddche* 

With  these  remarks,  historical  and 
poleaic,  let  me  return  this  centennial 
podium  to  the  chairman  of  the  evening* 


(Transcribed  from  the  speaker^s  manu- 
script.  An  address  delivered  in  St. 
Mary^s  Hall,  Owen  ^ound,  on  October  13, 
1963,  by  Father  Laurence  Kennedy  Shook, 
C.S.B#,  on  the  occasion  of  the  celeb- 
ration of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  coming  of  the  Basilian  Fathers 
to  Owen  Sound,  Ontario.) 
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•♦I  make  up  in  »y  body  what  is  lacking 
in  the  sufferings  of  Christ." 

My  Lord  Archbishop,  Right  Reverend  and 
Rererend  Clergy,  and  dear  brethren. 

Of  course, as  to  merit,  Christ  left 
nothing  wanting.  He  merited  for  all 
•en  from  the  beginning  until  the  end 
of  time.  However,  He  did  leave  some- 
thing for  men  to  do,  so  as  to  join  with 
Him  in  the  work  of  Redemption.  The 
life  of  the  ^hurch  continues  the  work 
of  Redemption.  Christ  continues  His 
Passion  in  the  life  of  the  Church. 
Wherever  good  men  suffer,  Christ  suffers 
in  them.  Was  there  ever  in  the  world  a 
time  like  the  present  whenChrist  suffers 
to  the  limit  in  this  way?  A  month  or 
so  ago  there  were  photos  in  a  weekly  of 
little  children  starving  in  Poland.  Did 
you  by  any  chance  see  them?  It  was 
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something  you  will  never  forget.  In 
cases  like  that,  how  easy  it  is  to  see 
that  Christ  is  suffering  there*  Think 
of  one  little  baby  starring  to  death. 
Then  multiply  by  millions,  even  then 
you  could  not  grasp  it,  you  would  fall 
short  of  the  reality,  "^here  is  all  the 
infinite  variety  of  suffering  and  evil. 
And  it  is  Christ  suffering  in  His  Body, 
which  is  the  Church,  in  the  members  of 
the  viable  Church,  and  as  well,  wherever 
the  invisible  Church  reaches  and  the 
soul  of  the  Church  embraces  all  good 
men.     Indeed,  even  the  sufferings  of 
wicked  men  are  taken  up  and  purified 
by  Christ,  and  offered  to  His  Heavenly 
Father.  The  Passion  of  Christ  continues 
OR,  and  will  end  only  with  the  end  of 
the  world.  It  is  Christ's  desire  that 
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all  men  in  their  lires  should  live  in 
their  sufferings  as  He  lived  in  His,  as 
He  would  live  in  theirs  in  their  places, 
Then,  and  then  only  will  they  be  con- 
formed with  Christ,  and  become  true 
brothers,  true  Christs,  and  the  Passion 
will  be  finished. 

When  sin  entered  t^e  world,  human  na- 
ture was  injured.  It  could  never  be  the 
same  again*  The  human  soul  could  never 
again,  as  it  was  before  the  Fall.  Of 
itself,  and  of  its  own  efforts,  it  was 
helpless  to  rise  aloft  and  reach  Grod. 
By  its  own  powers  the  human  soul  coxild 
only  live  a  life  of  the  world,  and  very 
poorly,  even  that.  Even  its  natiiral 
powers  for  this  world  were  injured  and 
weakened,  and  well  nigh  helpless.  There 
was  no  remedy  but  for  God  to  come,  and 
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enter  into  the  soul,  and  live  in  the 
soul,  Sind   for  it  do  what  it  could  never 
do  for  itself*  That  is  what  the  In- 
carnation means.  The  Son  of  God  was 
made  flesh,  and  through  His  Passion  re- 
conciled all  men  to  His  Father.  All  was 
changed  now.  It  was  more  than  being 
friends  of  God  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
thevvord.  It  was  a  new  life,  not  for 
all  men,  but  for  those  who  were  bap- 
tized with  water  and  the  Holy  ^lost  into 
the  visible  Chixrch,  as  well  as  for  all 
souls  anywhere  to  whom  God  comes  in  the 
mystery  of  His  mercies,  and  marks  with 
the  seal  of  His  love  and  in  vdiom  He 
lives  and  acts.  What  is  all  important 
is  that  it  is  the  very  life  of  God; 
that  here  on  earth  every  person  in  the 
state  of  grace  already  shares  in  the 
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Tery  life  of  God;  God  lives  in  him,  and 
all  the  good  that  is  in  him  or  comes 
from  him  is  from  God,  and  the  life  of 
every  one  in  the  state  of  grace  is  a 
participation  in  eternal  life,  a  begin- 
ning, here  on  earth,  of  eternal  life 
with  God  in  eternity.  Faith,  Hope, 
Charity,  and  the  gifts  of  the  Holy 
^ost,  these  are  that  new  life*  Pic- 
ture to  yourself  all  the  endov^nents  of 
the  greatest  geniuses  of  all  time,  all 
concentrated  in  one  prson,  Homer,  Dante, 
Da  Vinci,  Bach,  Pasteur,  whom  you  will 
—  he  would  be  the  marvel  of  the  ages, 
the  ages  of  this  world,  yet  he  would  be 
as  nothing  compared  with  one  minute's 
life  of  any  child  of  grace* 

It  is  necessairy  to  know  this  to  under- 
stand Mibsit   death  means  for  a  Catholic, 
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aboTe  all  the  death  of  a  priest;  the 
life  of  a  priest,  and  the  death  of  a 
priest.  There  are  two  worlds,  the  city 
of  this  world,  and  that  of  Jerusalem 
which  is  above.  Only  for  the  Son  of 
Gfod  they  would  hare  been  entirely  separ- 
ated froffl  each  other,  with  no  point  of 
contact,  and  no  comparison  between  them. 
The  Incarnation  joined  them  in  a  perfect 
union.  In  Christ.  The  priest *s  work  is 
the  work  of  Christ,  and  his  life,  the 
life  of  Christ.  More  than  any  others 
in  the  world  he  must  continue  the  work 
of  redemption,  more   than  any  others  he 
must  make  up  in  his  own  sufferings  what 
is  lacking  in  the  sufferings  of  Christ. 
His  whole  life  is  dedicated  to  the 
spread  of  God^s  kingdom  on  earth,  to 
the  growth  among  men,  in  the  souls  of 
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meiij  of  the  very  life  of  God.  Christ 
died  for  aen.  He  rose  from  the  dead,  He 
chose  aaong  men  special  ones,  consec- 
rated them  for  the  work,  and  sent  them 
out  into  the  world  to  continue  His  work, 
to  take  His  place,  with  the  instructions 
Bxid   power  to  consecrate  others.  These 
are  the  priests  of  Christ. 

It  is  enough,  then,  that  it  is  for  a 
priest  that  we  are  gathered  here  this 
morning.  Were  he  the  greatest  man  in 
the  world,  his  priesthood  would  be  the 
most  precious  possession  in  him.  Were 
he  the  most  obscure  he  would  still  be 
a  priest  of  God. 

I  could  talk  to  you  a  long  time  about 
Father  Moylan.  We  were  classmates  at 
St.  Michael's  and  graduated  in  Rhetoric 


"%.m^  ^e 
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of  I893,  if  you  know  what  that  means. 
It  was  the  end  of  the  old  classical 
course,  as  it  was  called.  We  hare  been 
closely  associated,  and  very  close 
friends  ever  since.  Friday  evening 
last,  as  I  was  leaving  for  Oshawa,  I 
shook  hands  with  him,  and  wished  hin  a 
Happy  Easter. 

We  were  together  in  theology.  Our 
theological  seadnary  numbered  four 
students  and  two  professors.  Father 
Heydon  and  Father  Gushing.  We  were  at 
Assuaption  College  together  until  I  was 
called  to  St.  Michael's  at  Christmas  of 
1904 ♦  Father  Moylan  remained  at 
Assumption  until  1930,  with  a  year  in 
Texas  in  191 5 t  and  three  years  as  Master 
of  Novices. 
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In  a  way  it  is  a  pity  it  is  in  Toronto 
that  we  are  burying  him.   It  is  true  he 
was  bom  in  this  city,  in  this  parish^ 
baptized  and  confirmed  in  this  church, 
"^hen,  too,  his  family  is  here.  But  his 
life  work  was  Assumption  College,  and 
it  is  there  he  is  known.  Twenty  fire 
years  of  Assumption  students  have  known 
Father  ^toylan,  and  love  him,  and  his 
meam   is  revered  in  all  the  parishes  of 
Western  Ontario,  in  Michigan  and  Ohio. 
There  are  great  names  among  the  Basil- 
ians  of  Assumption  during  the  last  forty 
years.   I  do  not  need  to  naflie  them,  or 
compare •  Only  let  me  name  Father  For- 
ster.  But  the  great  power  and  support 
who  was  there  continuously  from  the 
turn  of  the  century  until  the  young 
priests  began  to  come,  around  1920,  was 
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Father  Moylan.  It  may  help  you  to 
understand  when  I  tell  you  that  he  was 
ordained  in  1904,  awi  there  isn't  an- 
other Basilian  priest  ordained  until 
you  come  to  1914,  a  gap  of  eight  years 
without  a  new  priest.  Father  Moylan 
had  to  a  very  high  degree  everything 
that  went  to  make  a  wonderful  college 
priest:  great  intellectual  ability  and 
training,  a  scholar,  a  teacher,  discip« 
linarian,  administrator,  tact,  good 
judgment,  a  man  of  refinement  and  good 
taste.  He  was  supreme  in  handling 
students  and  priests,  the  soul  of  Yonor 
and  fearless  courage.  Whenever  anyone 
w«nt  to  him  for  advice  in  trouble,  and 
they  went  to  him  in  droves,  he  was  in- 
fallible, he  never  made  a  mistake.  He 
was  always  the  priest,  always  the 


Carr  —  FATHER  THOMAS  MOYLAN       I83 

religious ♦  He  had  one  fault,  if  it  was 
a  fault:  he  hated  publicity,  and  not 
bear  the  spotlight. 

So  often  God  provides  the  right  man  at 
the  right  tiae,  and  He  gave  Father 
Moylan  to  Assumption  for  those  years • 

In  1920  he  was  stricken  vd.th  sleeping 
sickness*  For  weeks  he  hovered  between 
life  and  death.  In  fact,  the  newspapers 
did  carry  the  news  of  his  death,  and 
many  Masses  were  said  for  him.  That  was 
over  twenty  years  ago.  He  recovered, 
was  Master  of  Novices  for  three  years, 
and  returned  to  Assumption  to  his  old 
work.  He  never  fully  recovered.  As 
time  went  on  the  effects  of  the  disease 
gradually  incapacitated  him  for  college 
work.  In  1930  he  came  to  us  at  the 
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Seminary,  and  he  has  been  here  with  us 
eTer  since* 

A  few  moments  ago  I  said  it  was  a  pity, 
in  a  way,  that  he  was  not  being  buried 
%fhere  he  is  known*  It  is  true  that  he 
is  not  known  in  Toronto*  Yet  I  am 
quite  sure  the  greatest  years  of  his 
life  were  those  last  twelve  years  at 
the  Seoinary*  Nearly  to  the  end  he 
could  hear  confessions  and  give  direc- 
tion, and  his  judgment,  tact  and  know- 
ledge of  men  made  him  beyond  price*  But 
that  was  not  the  most  important* 

A  little  v/oi^  of  grace  is  of  more  worth 
than  the  greatest  possessions*  In  the 
years  he  lived  here,  those  last  years 
of  his  life,  he  turned  entirely  to  God, 
and  gave  himself  up  to  prayer.  All  his 
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faculties  continued  alert  and  act ire. 
He  knew  his  days  of  work  were  done,  he 
prepared  for  deaths  I  never  knew  a 
case  like  it*  For  years  he  prepared 
for  death.  And  when  the  time  came,  it 
was  as  though  God  loved  him,  and  looked 
after  him  with  loving  and  tender  care. 
He  was  always  able  to  be  up  and  around, 
never  sick  in  bed.  On  Holy  Thursday  he 
received  Holy  Communion,  his  last  Holy 
Communion.  Good  Friday  evening  he  began 
the  Stations  of  the  Cross.  Half  way 
through  he  could  go  no  farther  and  sat 
down.  He  died  in  peace  at  break  of  day 
on  Easter  mom  at  the  hour  vdien  Mary 
Magdalene  came  to  the  tomb,  and  the 
angels  in  heaven  were  singing  in  praise 
of  Our  Hi sen  Lord. 

It  was  a  beautiful  life,  those  last  years 
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especially  were  beautiful  years.  I 
would  not  have  you  think  they  were  easy 
years,   ^here  is  no  resurrection  with- 
out suffering.   It  was  the  way  he  took 
it  that  fflade  it  seeia  easy.  His  was  a 
supernatural  heroism.  He  was  making  up 
in  his  body  what  was  lacking  in  the 
sufferings  of  Christ. 

I  am  not  afraid  for  his  soul.  I  could 
not  be.  But,  in  the  great  mystery  of 
God  we  will  pray  for  him  the  more. 

Father  Moylan  entered  St.  Michael's 
College  in  1893.  The  pastor  of  St. 
Basil* s  at  that  time  and  for  years  be* 
fore  and  after,  was  Father  Brennan,  one 
of  the  all  time  great  priests  of  this 
country.  At  the  end  of  the  academic 
year,  in  the  summer  of  1894,  Father 
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Brennan  was  in  Ireland  when  the  college 

results  for  the  year  reached  him*  He 

was  so  pleased  with  them  that  he  wrote 

to  his  sanctuary  boy*   I  have  that 

letter  here,  and  will  read  you  some  of 

it: 

My  Dear  Tom, 

I  have  just  received  the 
college  prize  list  and  I  am  hurrying 
up  as  fast  as  I  can  to  compliment  your- 
self and  all  my  little  sanctuary  boys 
on  yojir  success.  Yourself,  Millie 
Foley,  W.  Costello,  J*  0»Sullivan,  D.P* 
Matthews,  G.  Roach,  Frank  ^"oy.  Jack 
Foy,  &  why  you  have  all  done  well  and 
I  am  proud  of  you.  Just  see  irhat  commB 
of  being  good  boys  ana  in  St.  Basil ♦s 
sanctuai^r.  Why  just  tell  the  whole  of 
them  our  fishing  expedition  must  be 
twice  as  grand  on  account  of  your  success •'^ 

'^'here,  you  have  his  life  spread  out  be- 
fore you.  The  little  sanctuary  boy 
leaves  the  old  sanctuary  for  the  last 
time.  He  goes  to  meet  his  father  and 
■other,  and  Father  Brennan.  He  leaves 
his  good  sisters  and  his  good  brothers. 
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his  brother  priests,  his  old  students, 
for  a  time.  Father  Brennan  is  pleased 
this  morning  with  his  little  sanctuary 
boy#  He  has  lived  up  to  all  the  promise 
of  those  early  days.  Those  who  love 
him  can  only  be  glad,  and  yet,  the 
greater  the  love,  the  more  the  tears 
well  up*  It  would  seem  strange,  and 
even  wrong,  only  for  Our  Lord*  See  how 
He  wept  when  Lazarus  d3.ed.  My  how  He 
loved  hira,  they  said*  Jesus  wept*  So 
I  would  not  say  not  to  weep*  But  I 
would  say,  and  do  say,  rejoice  and  be 
glad,  this  is  the  day  he  has  lived  for* 

So  we  will  bear  him  to  his  last  resting 
place,  and  always,  as  long  as  there  are 
Basilians,  their  prayer  to  God  shall  be, 

May  he  rest  in  peace* 

(Traiiscribod  from  the  manuscript  In  the 
possession  of  Father  Hugh  Mallon*  Sermon 
preached  in  St.  Basil's  Church,   oronto, 
April  7,  1942,  by  Father  Henry  Carr) 
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Your  Grace,  Your  Excellency,  relatives 
and  friends  of  Father  McGuire: 

This  morning  I  wish  to  address  my  re- 
marks partictilarly  to  the  younger  Bas- 
ilians,  those  professed  twenty  years  or 
less,  because  Father  McGuire  belongs  to 
them  in  a  particular  way* 

In  a  treatise  on  the  Christian  care  of 
the  dead,  St .Augustine  tells  us  that 
the  respect  we  pay  to  the  dead,  the  care 
we  take  for  the  decency  of  the  place  of 
their  burial,  the  stateliness  of  the 
funeral  rites,  all  these  are  BK>re  a 
solace  for  the  living  than  a  help  for 
the  deceased.  Still,  he  would  not  have 
It  otherwise.  It  is  soaiething  we  owe 
to  ourselves  as  well  as  to  them.  The 
body  of  a  man  who  has  died  is  no  mere 
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collection  of  chemicals  doomed  to  dis- 
integration. It  is  a  body  that  has 
served  a  soul^  that  has  been  the  dwell- 
ing of  the  Holy  **pirit»  It  is  the  seed 
of  a  body  that  will  rise  again  to  a  life 
that  will  never  end* 

Only  a  fev  v;eeks  ago  we  gathered  in  this 
chiurch  to  pay  our  respects  and  offer 
sacrifice  for  Father  Carr»  And  now  it 
is  the  tuTO  of  another  brother,  one  who 
has  lived  longer  than  the  tiae  usually 
allotted  to  a  Basilian.  As  our  numbers 
grow,  such  events  will  necessarily  be- 
come more  numerous.  But  it  is  unlikely 
that  v/e  shall  grow  used  to  them.  Death 
is  such  a  mysterious  thing.  We  know, 
of  course,  that  we  must  die«  Evez*y  day 
we  can  see  in  our  newspapers  a  list  of 
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those  who  have  just  died*  Wfli  know  that 
some  day  our  own  names  will  be  in  that 
list.  Yet,  few  people  have  a  sense  of 
reality  about  it*  Death  is  for  others* 
However,  when  it  strikes  someone  .fho  is 
dear  to  us,  we  are  given  an  opportunity 
to  realize  a  little  better  something 
which  should  be  a  major  concern  for 
each  of  us.  That  is  why  vfe  reflect  to- 
day on  what  we  could  observe  in  the  life 
of  tha  deceased  that  we  may  glean  a 
lesson  to  enrich  our  own  lives* 

Father  Mc<juire  was  brought  up  on  a  faro 
near  Owen  SouiKi  and  attended  the  Colleg- 
iate Institute  of  that  city*  Here  he 
developed  an  interest  in  a  teaching 
career*  After  teaching  two  years  in 
Western  Canada,  he  came  to  Toronto  to 
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iaproTe  himself  in  his  chosen  profession. 
This  was  the  time  when  St«  Michael's  was 
taking  its  first  steps  in  the  status  it 
now  holds  in  the  University  of  Toronto  • 
Many  Catholics  vrere  not  confident  in  its 
still  uncertain  future  and  kept  away 
from  it.  Rot  so  John  McGuire,  Me  se- 
cured the  Bachelor's  degree  in  1915* 
It  was  here  at  St.  Michael's  that  he 
renev/ed  acquaintance  with  the  Basilian 
Fathcrc  \7hora  he  had  known  in  Owen  Sound. 
Here  too  came  the  thou^t  of  placing  his 
teaching  career  wore  intimately  in  the 
service  of  God  by  joinini?;  a  teaching 
community.  Here  again  the  choice  was 
not  an  easy  one.  '^he  community  with 
which  he  was  best  acq^minted  was  at  a 
very  low  ebb.  It  had  scarcely  more  than 
fifty  priests  and  critics  were  not 
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lacking  to  prophesy  its  early  disap- 
pearance. In  spite  of  all  this,  it  was 
in  this  Community  that  John  McGuire 
made  his  novitiate  and  began  his  studies 
for  the  priesthood.  We  scholastics  were 
faced  with  a  rather  heavy  task.  Our 
schools  were  growing  and  priests  were 
few*  We  were  called  upon  to  do  double 
duty.  But  we  were  young  and,  as  is 
usual  with  the  young,  we  had  a  healthy 
scorn  for  difficulties.  Responsibilities 
which  vfould  have  frightened  more  experi- 
enced men  sat  lightly  on  our  shoulders. 
That  is  one  reason  why  when  Father  Mc- 
Guire, though  only  two  years  ordained, 
was  named  superior,  he  brou^t  to  his 
responsible  and  difficult  office  an  ex- 
perience and  a  maturity  well  beyond  his 

years.  And  his  administration  bore  cor- 
responding results. 
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Then  he  was  called  upon  to  exercise  his 
priesthood  in  a  different  way.  For 
nine  years  he  was  pastor  here  at  St. 
Basil's  and  than  in  his  native  Owen 
Sound.  It  was  while  in  the  parish  of 
Asherstburg  that  an  event  occurred 
which  was  to  mark  the  remainder  of  hia 
life.  He  was  stricken  by  a  severe  heart 
attack  and  it  was  clear  both  to  him  and 
to  us  that  from  then  on  he  would  lead  a 
precarious  existence*  To  us  it  looked 
rather  tragic.  How  little  we  realized 
that  God  was  using  this  means  to  place 
Father  McGuire  in  a  position  where  he 
was  to  exercise  a  deeper,  if  mors  hidden 
influence  than  ever  before.  The  last 
twenty-two  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
with  the  yoting  members  of  his  Community 
in  the  highly  responsible  role  of  Master 
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of  Novices  and  Confessor.   Those  who 
were  worthy  of  such  a  grace  will  find 
their  religious  and  their  priestly  life 
marked  by  the  gentile  influence  of  this 
lovable  priest. 

At  the  beginning  of  His  public  life, 
Our  Lord  gave  us  a  summary  of  His  doc- 
trine in  a  senaon  which  has  remained  a 
landmark  in  human  history.  He  began  it 
with  His  divine  congratulations  to  chosen 
groups  of  His  disciples*  We  call  them 
the  Beatitudes.   In  the  second  group. 
He  refers  to  them  as  the  meek.  The 
Word  has  suffered  great  loss  in  the 
development  of  the  language.  In  our 
society  meekness  is  no  longer  in  honor. 
It  is  usually  connected  with  weakness 
and  lack  of  character.  May  I  suggest  a 
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translation  that  might  remore  the  stigma 
with  which  the  woi^  is  burdened.   I 
would  call  it  gentleness,  but  stripped 
of  any  connotation  of  weakness*   If  I 
were  asiced  to  na«e  a  distinguishing 
aark  in  the  character  of  Father  McGulre, 
I  would  say  it  was  gentleness,  a  gentle- 
ness coupled  with  a  finaness  that  re- 
fused to  coapromise. 

To  the  raewbers  of  his  family  we  extend 
our  sympathy  for  their  loss*  We  are 
confident  that  they  will  soon  realize 
that  their  loss  is  more  apparent  than 
real,   ihere  is  a  saying  that  there  is 
nothing  so  dead  as  a  dead  priest*  That 
is  not  always  time*  We  Basilians  never 
approach  the  altar  without  a  remembrance 
of  our  brothers  who  have  finished  their 


^^  M  mi. 


Bondy  —  FATHER  JOHN  McGUIRB      197 

earthly  course •  We  know  that  they  are 
still  our  brothers.  We  know  that  for 
those  who  belong  to  Christ  life  is  not 
taken  away  but  changed  into  something 
better  where  death  shall  be  no  more. 
And  so  we  look  forward  to  our  own  death 
as  a  portal,  an  awesome  portal  but  one 
that  opens  on  what  God  has  prepared  for 
them  that  love  Him.  And  so  we  offer 
today  our  sacrifice  and  our  prayers  for 
Father  Mc^.iire.  May  his  soul  rest  in 
peace  and  may  the  perpetual  light  of 
God^s  love  shine  upon  him. 


Transcribed  from  the  preacher's  manu- 
script, deposited  in  the  General.  Archives 
Sermon  preached  by  Father  Louis  ^ondy 
in  St. Basil's  Church,  Toronto,  on  Satur- 
day, February  1,  1964,  at  the  Funeral  of 
Father  McGuire. 
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I  have  glorified  Thee  on  earth;  I  have 
finished  the  work  which  ^hou  gavest  Me 
to  do.  Words  of  Our  Lord  spoken  on  the 
eve  of  His  Sacred  Passion  and  recorded 
for  us  in  the  Grospel  of  St.  John,  17,4 


When  death  strikes,  the  conversation  of 
men  often  turns  to  speculation  on  what 
the  deceased  might  have  done  if  his  or 
her  life  had  not  been  cut  short.  And 
when  many  years  have  been  granted,  as 
they  were  granted  to  Father  Francis 
Rafferty,  the  conjectures  turn  upon 
how  different  life  might  have  been  if 
at  some  point  it  had  been  cast  in  a 
different  mold.  Hta«an  thoughts,  such 
as  these,  go  back  a  long,  long  way  in 
history* 

Seven  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of 
Christ,  King  Ezechias  of  Juda  became 
sick  unto  death  and  the  prophet  Isaias 
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was  sent  to  him  with  this  message  from 

God:  "Set  thy  house  in  order^  foi'  thou 

Shalt  die  and  not  live.^  When  Bzechias 

heard  these  words,  he  thou^t  of  all 

the  things  he  wanted  to  do  before  he 

died  and  he  prayed  eax*nestly  to  God: 

'♦I  beseech  Thee,  0  Lord,  remember  how 
I  have  vmlked  before  Thee  in  truth,  and 
with  a  perfect  heart,  and  have  done 
that  which  is  good  in  Thy  sight." 

God  heard  his  prayer  and  before  Isaias 

had  time  to  leave  the  palace  grounds  he 

was  given  a  second  message  to  deliver: 

"Go  and  say  to  Ezechias:  Behold  I  will 
add  to  thy  days  fifteen  years,  and  I 
will  save  thee  and  this  city  from  the 
hands  of  the  King  of  Assyria,  and  I  will 
protect  this  city."   (Is.  3^$   1-6 j  4 
Kings  20,  1-6) 

Father  Raff erty  was  formed  in  a  differ- 
ent school.  The  spiritual  life  of  his 
Community  is  based  upon  the  complete 
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acceptance  of  the  Will  of  God.  His  own 
plans  raust  be  wiped  out  and  give  place 
to  those  willed  for  him  by  Jesus  Christ. 
To  the  extent  that  this  takes  place  in 
his  life  \irill  he  be  able,  when  death 
commm^   to  repeat  with  His  Dirine  Model, 
the  words:  *'I  have  glorified  Thee  on 
•arth;  I  have  finished  the  work  which 
^hou  gavest  me  to  do.** 

One  of  the  books  which  Father  Rafferty 
studied  during  his  novitiate  year  was. 
The  Practice  of  Christian  Religious 
Perfection,  by  Father  Alfonso  Rodriguez. 
The  eighth  treatise  in  this  spiritual 
classic  is  on  conformity  to  the  Will  of 
God.  The  author  ends  the  first  para- 
graph of  it  by  reminding  his  readers 
that  Qui'  Lord  "instructed  us  not  only 


Q^mi^lyr-^ 
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by  the  doctrine  of  His  words,  but  far 
more  by  the  example  of  His  deeds*  Jesus 
began  to  do  and  to  teach^  says  3t«  l^ike*^ 
(Acts  1,  1)  All  His  eart'nly  life  was  a 
lesson  in  deeds,  only  the  last  three 
years  were  spent  in  teaching  by  word, 
l^hen  he  read  this  book,  Father  Rafferty 
was  a  seventeen  year  old  novice  with  a 
brilliant  high  school  record  behind  hia* 
Did  he  ever  think  that  God  would  appoint 
to  hia  also,  only  three  years  of  teaching? 

A  few  years  later,  on  the  even  of  his 
ordination  to  the  subdiaconate  he  made 
his  final  vows,  sealing  for  life  his 
contract  "to  employ  all  his  time,  talents, 
health  and  even  life  for  the  greater 
glory  of  God  in  the  work  of  the  Basilian 
Fathers  •*»  He  was  then  twenty- tw^o  past 
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and  kn&w  that  he  would  spend  a  full  year 
as  a  deacon  before  he  would  r  each  the 
minimum  age  at  which  his  CJongregation 
could  hope  to  obtain  permission  for  his 
ordination  to  the  priesthood •  His  sup-* 
•riors  looked  forward  to  the  services 
of  this  candidate  to  whom  all  academic 
subjects  were  alike  in  ease  of  mastery* 

In  the  suMflier  of  1902  Father  Rafferty 
returned  to  his  home  in  England  to  share 
with  his  family  and  the  friends  of  his 
school  days  the  first  fruits  of  his 
priestly  life.  On  this  occasion  he 
told  his  father  that  if  certain  ideas 
he  had  were  not  true,  then  he  must  be 
losing  his  senses,  adding  that  if  God 
so  wills,  let  it  be  so.  His  sister, 
Katheriae,  in  religious  life  Sister 
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Anne  Marie  of  the  Presentation  Sisters, 
did  not  expect  that  hmr   gentle  aad  re- 
fined brother  would  be  unable  to  say 
Ifess  during  the  last  fifty-five  years 
of  his  life*  Her  prayers  accompanied 
hia  in  his  affliction  until  her  death 
m  little  more  than  five  years  ago» 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  Gospel  of  the  Sunday 
Mass  recounted  the  story  of  the  wedding 
feast  of  Cana«  The  Blessed  Virgin  and 
her  Divine  Son  had  accepted  an  invit<-> 
ation  to  a  wedding  at  which  the  supply 
of  wine  began  to  run  low  and  Our  Lady 
obtained  fr*om  Hia  the  miracle  of  the 
changing  of  water  into  wine*  In  this 
stoi*y  the  last  words  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  recorded  in  Sacred  Scripture 
pass  alaK)st  tmnoticed:  **Whatsoever  He 
shall  say  to  you,  do  ye***  (John  2,  5) 
They  are  words  that  Father  Rafferty 
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learned  to  treasure  at  the  College  of 
Mary  lauaaculate  in  Beaconfield,  England • 
They  strengthened  him  in  his  vocation, 
bringing  his  to  the  Basilian  Novitiate, 
then  in  Holy  i^sajry  Parish,  Toronto* 
It  was  not  by  chance  that  at  the  ti«e 
i^ien  Holy  Church  annually  recalls  these 
words  that  a  few  days  of  relief  from 
his  years  of  affliction  were  granted  to 
Father  Rafferty  and  that  he  was  able  to 
tell  the  hospital  chaplain  that  it  was 
fifty  years  since  he  had  been  able  to 
receive  Holy  ^oamunion.  He  received 
all  the  last  sacraments  in  that  hospital 
that  had  been  his  home  for  over  fifty 
years  because  the  Blessed  Virgin  does 
not  forget  those  who  obey  her  command: 
••Whatsoever  He  shall  say  to  you,  do  ye*" 
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Early  last  Saturday  morning  Father  Raf- 
ferty  finished  the  work  that  God  gare 
hiffi  to  do  on  earth •  Death,  no  more  than 
prolonged  illness,  does  not  separate  a 
religious  from  his  Community*  The  jmrn-^ 
ory  of  Father  Rafferty  will  remind  a 
aew  generation  that  the  ways  of  God  ar« 
not  our  ways,  and  that  salTstion  lies 
in  the  accpetance  of  God's  Wll.  The 
lesson  of  his  life  v/ill  fuse  vfith  the 
charactejrlstics  of  other  confreres  to 
form  the  traditions  of  our  Congregation. 
Pray  you  for  him*  May  his  soul  and  the 
souls  of  all  the  faithful  departed 
through  the  mercy  of  God  rest  in  peace* 
Amen* 


(Transcribed  froa  the  preacher's  manu- 
script deposited  in  the  General  Arch- 
ives* Senaon  preached  by  Father  Robert 
Scollard  at  Father  Rafferty *s  funeral 
in  St*  Basil's  Church,  Toronto,  Tuesday, 
February  2,  I960*) 


